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The Historical Changes of the Position of Musical Activities in the Course of Study for

Kindergarten: Focusing on the Shift from “Music and Rhythms” to “Expressions”

a0 BTt
Masae ISHIKAWA

(PR 244510 H 4 BH=F0)

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the historical changes of the position of musical
activity in the course of study for kindergarten in Japan, focusing on the shift from “Music
and Rhythms” to “Expressions”.

“Music and Rhythms” was presented as a concept that integrates music and physical
expression. However, in reality, there are few who can teach those two in a comprehensive
manner, and they tend to move toward music side. In addition, since many of them are
described to achieve technical goals, it became close to that of course instruction in
elementary school.

“Expressions” was brought up to make account of children's independent activities based
on such reflection. However, there are some aspects that the decrease of detailed description

about music brought confusion in nursery field and decline of musical activities.
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