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Pedagogy from an Ecological Perspective Based on Multiculturalism:
Teachers Working as Linguistic Coordinators
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Abstract

The purpose of this essay is to argue the importance
of bringing to school education a perspective on
coordinating language and learning that accounts
for breaking the barrier between students with
multicultural backgrounds and those with the
mainstream culture. That perspective improves a
multicultural education context to which teachers in
primary and/or secondary schools belong.

An ecological perspective of this kind essentially
proposes that teachers in multicultural contexts
potentially have the knowledge and skills to coordinate
learners’ language and learning. Coordination is not
merely to “help” or “assist” the students; rather, it is
meaning-making within and outside of their schools.
Thus dialogical education, interaction, and emergence
of a learning system will be the key concepts of the
pedagogy. | summarize these ecological sequences
of actions as they apply to access, to link, and to
emergence.

Based on this proposal, the following examples

in Shizuoka Prefecture are taken up here as leading
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practices of multicultural education:
1. A Team Teaching System adapted at Hara-
Higashi Elementary School in Numazu City
2. A widely constructed network of teachers,
their classrooms, and local communities at
Enshu-Hama Elementary School in Hamamatsu
City
3. Thoughtful consideration of a novice teacher
in the lessons of international understanding at an
elementary school in Shizuoka City to facilitate
collaborative activities among students, including
those with multicultural backgrounds.

And the final word is to show a theory to construct
ideal multicultural classes where coordinators between
people with different values, cultures, languages, and
situations play an important role to facilitate students’
language and academic skills along with the skills of
mutual understanding.

I also clarify the expertise of the coordinators:
facilitating change, constructing relevance, and creating

links among students.



