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The features of Alcohol TV advertising and the readability by the warning messages that are displayed
during the TV advertising to prevent underage drinking

—Targeted at television beer advertising on air from 2002 to 2005 —

REE—
Shinichi AKADA

Summary

This report attempts to clarify some defining features of television beer advertising, broadcast by a private
broadcaster in Shizuoka between 2002 and 2005. It also attempts to shed light on how well underage viewers
can read and understand “the warning messages that are displayed during the TV advertising to prevent
underage drinking”. It has been revealed, as a result, that the TV advertising that were investigated tended
to show the warning messages only for a short period of time, in a small display area, with inconspicuous
designs. In addition, many advertising depicted scenes of a performer drinking alcohol. Furthermore, this
Research observed that a variety of sound effects to stimulate the TV advertising viewers’ desire to consume
alcoholic beverages were used. As to, the warning messages to prevent underage drinking, it was found that
80.2 percent of the sampled underage failed to read them carefully. These findings raise the need for
discussions in public to promote effective measures to prevent underage drinking.
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