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“1 says to myself, ‘What’s gnawin’ you? Is it the screwin’?’
An’ I says, ‘No, it’s the sin” An’ I says, ‘ Why is it that when
a fella ought to be just about mule-ass proof against sin, an’ all
full up of Jesus, why is it that’s the time a fella gets fingerin’
his pants buttons?’” (Chap.1V,p. 312
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‘Maybe it ain’t a sin. Maybe it’s just the way folks is. Maybe
we been whippin’ the hell out of ourselves for nothin’” (IV,31)
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‘The hell with it! There ain’t no sin and there ain’t no virtue.
There’s just stuff people do. It’s all part of the same thing. And
some of the things folks do is nice, and some ain’t nice, but that’s
as far as any man got a right to say.’ (1v, 32)
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“1 figgered about the Holy Sperit and the Jesus road. I figgered,
N Why do we got to hang it on God or Jesus?’...” IV, 32)
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“I says, ‘What’s this call, this sperit? An’ I says, ‘It’s love.
I love people so much I'm fit to bust, sometimes’ An’ I says,
‘Don’t you love Jesus?” Well, I thought an’ thought, an’ finally
I says, ‘No, I don’t know nobody name’ Jesus. I know a bunch
of stories, but I only love people. An’ sometimes I love ’em fit
to bust, an’ I want to make ’em happy, so I been preachin’ some-
pin I thought would make ’em happy.’...” (1v, 32)
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I figgered, ‘ maybe it’s all men an’ all women we love; maybe
that’s the Holy Sperit—the human sperit—the whole shebang.
Maybe all men got one big soul ever’body’s a part of.’

(Iv, 32-3)
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“I gotta see them folks that’s gone out on the road. I got a
feelin’ I got to see them. They gonna need help no preachin’ can
give ’em. Hope of heaven when their lives ain’t lived? Holy
Sperit when their own sperit is downcast an’ sad? They gonna
need help. They got to live before they can afford to die.” (VI 71)
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Jim Casy had been staring at the dying fire, and his eyes had
grown wider and his neck muscles stood higher. Suddenly he
cried, “I got her! If ever a man got a dose of the sperit, I got
her! Got her all of a flash !’ (VI, 75-6)
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“ I think I got her now. I don’ know if I can say her. I guess
I won’t try to say her—but maybe there’s a place for a preacher.
Maybe I can preach again. Folks out lonely on the road, folks
with no lan’, no home to go to. They got to have some kind of
home. Maybe—" (VI, 76)
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Muley fidgeted...” what I mean, if a fella’s got somepin to eat
an’ another fella’s hungry—why, the first fella ain’t got no choice.
I mean, s’pose I pick up my rabbits an’ go off somewheres an’
eat ’em. See?” (V], 66)
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“I can see that. Muley sees somepin there, Tom. Muley’s got
a-holt of somepin, an’ it’s too big for him, an’ it’s too big for
me.” (V1, 66)
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“Yeah, I'm goin’ with you. An’ when your folks start out on the
road I'm goin’ with them. An’ where folks are on the road, I'm
gonna be with them.” VL7

ZDBE, ¥ a VAROHE T DD, ZAEL DRARTREZBST
TEWRIE st 1208, [EZABA] r4v—kKid, RBE2EBREHAH3TH
LAY rlN

ER 1

“I ain’t sleepin’,” said Casy. “I got too much to puzzle with.”
He drew up his feet and clasped his legs. He threw back his
head and looked at the sharp stars. (V1 82)
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“But I got tired like Him, an’ I got mixed up like Him, an’ I
went into the wilderness like Him, without no campin’ stuff.
Nighttime I’'d lay on my back an’ look up at the stars; morning
I’d set an’ watch the sun come up; midday I'd look out from a
hill at the rollin’ dry country; evenin’ I'd foller the sun down.
Sometimes I'd pray like I always done. On’y I couldn’ figure
what I was prayin’ to or for. There was the hills, an’ there was
me, an’ we wasn’t separate no more. We was one thing. An’
that one thing was holy.” (VIII, 110)
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“...I got thinkin’ how we was holy when we was one thing, an’
mankin’ was holy when it was one thing. An’ it on’y got unholy
when one mis’able little fella got the bit in his teeth an’ run off
his own way, kickin’ an’ draggin’ an’ fightin’. Fella like that



bust the holiness. But when they’re all workin’ together, not one
fella for another fella, but one fella kind of harnessed to the
whole shebang—that’s right, that’s holy....” (VIII, 110)
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“Tll go anyways,”, he said. “ Somepin’s happening. I went up
an’ I looked, an’ the houses is all empty, an’ the lan’ is empty,
an’ this whole country is empty. I can’t stay here no more. I
got to go where the folks is goin’. I’ll work in the fiel’s, an’
maybe I’ll be happy.” (X,127)
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“...I’'m gonna work in the fiel’s, in the green fiel’s, an’ I'm gonna
be near to folks. I ain’t gonna try to teach ’em nothin’. I'm
gonna try to learn....Gonna lay in the grass, open an’ honest
with anybody that’ll have me. Gonna cuss an’ swear an’ hear
the poetry of folks talkin’. All that’s holy, all that’s what I

didn’ understan’. All them things is the good things.”
(X,127-8)
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“ Here’s me that used to give all my fight against the devil ’cause
I figgered the devil was the enemy. But they’s somepin worse’n
the devil got hold a the country, an’ it ain’t gonna le go till it’s
chopped loose....” (XIII, 175)
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“..An’ I wouldn’ pray for a ol’ fella that’s dead. He’s awright.
He got a job to do, but it’s all laid out for ’im an’ there’s on’y
one way to do it. But us, we got a job to do, an’ they’s a thousan’
ways, an’ we don’ know which one to take. An’ if I was to pray,

it’d be for the folks that don’ know which way to turn....”
(XIII, 197)
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“It’s just the same thing,” Casy said. “Grampa an’ the old
place, they was jus’ the same thing.... I think he knowed it. An’
Grampa didn’ die tonight. He died the minute you took ’im off
the place.” (X111, 199)
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“I’'m all worried up,” Casy said. “I didn’ even know it when
I was a-preachin’ aroun’, but I was doin’ consid’able tom-cattin’
aroun’. If I ain’t gonna preach no more, I got to get married.
Why, Tommy, 'm a-lustin’ after the flesh.” (XVI, 233)
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“It’s the bes’ way. I gotta agree. But they’s different kinda fences.
They’s folks like me that climbs fences that ain’t even strang up
yet—an’ can’t he’p it.” (XVI, 237
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“He’s tellin’ the truth, awright. The truth for him. He wasn’t
makin’ nothin’ up.” (XVI, 261)
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“If he needs a million acres to make him feel rich, seems to me
he needs it ’cause he feels awful poor inside hisself, and if he’s
poor in hisself, there ain’t no million acres gonna make him feel
rich, an’ maybe he’s disappointed that nothin’ he can do’ll make
him feel rich—not rich like Mis’ Wilson was when she give her
tent when Grampa died. I ain’t tryin’ to preach no sermon, but
I never seen nobody that’s busy as a prairie dog collectin’ stuff
that wasn’t disappointed.” (XVIII, 282)
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He shook his head as though to awaken himself. “I don’ under-
stan’ this here,” he said.
And she replied, “ Yes—you know, don’t you ?”
“1 know,” he said, “I know, but I don’t understan’....”
(XVIII, 298)
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“Sure I got sins. Ever’body got sins. A sin is somepin} you
ain’t sure about. Them people that’s sure about ever’thing an’
ain’t got no sin—well, with that kind a son-of-a-bitch, if I was
God T’d kick their ass right outa heaven! I couldn’ stand ’em!”

(XVIII, 306)
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“Well,” said Casy, “for anybody else it was a mistake, but if
you think it was a sin—then it’s a sin. A fella builds his own
sins right up from the groun’” (XVIII, 306)
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“I use ta think that’d cut ’er,” he said. * Use ta rip off a prayer
an’ all the troubles’d stick to that prayer like flies on flypaper,
an’ the prayer’d go a-sailin’ off, a-takin’ them troubles along. But
it don’ work no more.” (XX, 340-1)
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“An’ Almighty God never raised no wages. These here folks
want to live decent and bring up their kids decent. An’ when
they’re old they wanta set in the door an’ watch the downing
sun. An’ when they're young they wanta dance an’ sing an’ lay
together. They wanta eat an’ get drunk and work. An’ that’s it
—they wanta jus’ fling their goddamn muscles aroun’ an get
tired....” - (XX, 341
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Between his guards Casy sat proudly, his head up and the stringy
muscles of his neck prominent. On his lips there was a faint
smile and on his face a curious look of conquest. (XX, 364)
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“Here’s me, been a-goin’ into the wilderness like Jesus to try find
out somepin. Almost got her sometimes, too. But it’s in the jail
house I really got her.” (XXVI, 521)
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“Well, they was nice fellas, ya see. What made ’em bad was
they needed stuff. An’ I begin to see, then. It’s need that makes
all the trouble....” (XXVI, 521)
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“I wisht they could see it. I wisht they could see the on’y way
they can depen’ on their meat—...” (XXVI, 524)
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“Listen,” he said. “You fellas don’ know what you’re doin’.
You’re helpin’ to starve kids.” (XXVI, 527)
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“ . .Why, Tom, we’re the people that live. They ain’t gonna wipe
us out. Why, we're the people—we go on.” (XX, 383)
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2. “...maybe they liked to hurt themselves,...” (IV,31)
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4. “the naked honesty ” (IV,33)
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6. “ And on the preacher’s face there was a look not of prayer, but of
thought; and in his tone not supplication, but conjecture.” (VIII, 109

7. —=BlEHFTEL,

“The greatest delight which the fields and woods minister is the sug-
gestion of an occult relation between man and the vegetable. I am not
alone and unacknowledged. They nod to me, and I to them. The
waving of the boughs in the storm is new to me and old. It takes me
by surprise, and yet is not unknown.”——R. W. Emerson, “ Nature”

8. “She watched him as though he were suddenly a spirit, not human
any more, a voice out of the ground.” (VIII, 111)

9. ZOERMHRINT, MBEXEF] L0 3HEET, BHLLEChbd 70,

10. “An’ if ya listen, you'll hear a movin’, an’ a sneakin’, an’ a rustlin’,
an’—an’ a res’lessness.” (XVI,237) '

11. “The more fellas he can get, an’ the hungrier, less he’s gonna pay.”
(XVI, 259

12. “My prayers ain’t no good.” (XVIII, 297)

13. “I got no God,”... (XVIII, 298)

14. “Don’ go burdenin’ other people with your sins.” (XX, 365)

15. “It gives a fella relief to tell, but it jus’ spreads out his sin.” (XX, 365)
16. “Prayer never brought in no side-meat.” (XX, 341

17. “Jus’ as natural as rain.”” (XXVI, 525)



