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The study of concealment is, in all
cases, fruitless or hurtfull.

-- Brown, Ormond.
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I know no task more arduous than a just delineation of the char-
acter of Ormond. To scrutinize and ascertain our own principles
are abundantly difficult. To exhibit those principles to the world
with absolute sincerity can scarcely be expected. We are prompted
to conceal and to fein by a thousand motives; but truly to por-
tray the motives and relate the actions of another appears ut-
terly impossible. The attempt, however, if made with fidelity and
diligence, is not without its use.

To comprehend the whole truth, with regard to the character
and conduct of another, may be denied to any human being, but
different observers will have, in their pictures, a greater or less
portion of this truth. No representation will be wholly false, and
some, though not perfectly, may yet be considerably, exempt
from error. (92) ¥
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I think it may safely be asserted that of all the virtues mankind
is most universally deficient in sincerity,... How many motives
are there for concealing our real sentiment, for counterfeiting ap-
probation and conviction? And how many occasions are there, on
which, if its immediate and temporary effects only be considered,
sincerity is criminal, and when a strict adherence to it would be,
not only an infraction of politeness but a deviation from recti-
tude?
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You know too that real friends alone have the courage to point
out the faults of others boldly to themselves.... You are well
aware of the value of sincerity;...

This is a solemn strain, you will say, a melancholy and
grave preface. It is--and indeed, my Charles, the occasion requires
it. Why do you so much delight in mystery? Is it the disease
of will? or of habit? Do you, of choice, give to the simplest cir-
cumstances the air of fiction or have you been so long accus-
tomed to deal in visionary scenes, to intertwine the real with the
imaginary, and to enwrap yourself in the mantle of ambiguous
seeming, that your pen involuntarily borrows the phraseology of
fancy, and by the spell of magic words still diffuses round you
the mist of obscuring uncertainty? The man of Truth, Charles!
the pupil of Reason has no mysteries. He knows that former errors
do not constitute him guilty now; he has nothing to conceal. He
seeks only to know his duty and perform it, and he has no occa-

sion for disguise...."”
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II
The theme of the novel (deception)
is also the form of the novel
(narrative unreliability).

-- James R. Russo
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That in which he chiefly placed his boast was his sincerity. To



this he refused no sacrifice. In consequence of this, his deport-
ment was disgusting to weak minds, by a certain air of ferosity
and haughty negligence. He was without the attractions of can-
dor, because he regarded not the happiness of others but in subser-
vience to his sincerity. Hence it was natural to suppose that the
character of this man was easily understood. He affected to con-
ceal nothing. (94)
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"Ah, Constantia, this indeed, is merely prelude to a scene
that is to terminate my influence over thy fate. When this is
past I have sworn to part with thee forever. Art thou still dubi-
ous of my purpose? Art thou not a woman? And have I not en-
treated for thy love and been rejected?

"Canst thou imagine that I aim at thy life? My avowals of
love were sincere; my passion was vehement and undisguised. It
gave dignity and value to a gift in thy power, as a woman, to be-
stow. This has been denied. That gift has lost none of its value
in my eyes. What thou refusedst to bestow it is in my power




to extort. I came for that end. When this end is accomplished,
I will restore thee to liberty.” (233)
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FFY—KDIE, a VRS vy TOMENRE VI BMAERELMDIZL
KTBHRBDEEDBODPBIEA D BREE, IVRAI VY TERVICE
V74 T7OBEIRLESER. MRIOBREDLLVERMOEEKIN B LI
BV ? (238)] EWVWHAVRIVVTDERENKE T, THiZ. I VRSV
VF7DFEICLBEA—E Y FBREOHFIDOBHE TH 45, W3 [H2EES
B LTLE -] 0T TBALZH SN T L £ - 72 (imprisoned) | D72
WS, HIIZ T DIEE &5 3 H2 0BT, [ROBHETRDEES
L ZDBIBEMDITOADFIFIXEST I L X, flblb BT LB
(220)] 72y —AR->TET, 2 TH—EV FERNRT B EIRB 12
DTH5. BoIE. [HBPEE| &\ EEVSHLICUHIL 2BRIBAS,25
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AVRIVVTONEREZITHS L, BROEELETRELIAIEL
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BL. ®PotZzofboBEhsd e, SERF—EVFITo>EEEbh,
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ICE->TO MER] LR, RTHY, 2=V FTH-73T7 ZLT. &
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III
You have been a witness.

-- Brown, Ormond

T2 —&vF] 2@ L 38, FBOHET 3 Alcuin ~DERIIB WV, L
L+AREREBEINTVBEERELR L, BLIE. TIV7 4 v & Mrs. Car-
ter DMELEEZL, b — 5 —RAOESBRICBURTFHEERTS60TH
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Paul Witherington 435, Wieland {22V TH UBAHES, RO L 5 ITBEXRT
W5,

It may be argued that Clara and Edgar are personae, not mouth-
pieces for Brown himself, and perhaps this is true at the outset
of each novel. But as the "invasions” of complexity are repelled,
so the distance shrinks between author and character, indicating
that Brown began to regard the mask of fiction itself as an inva-
sion. (178)

Mimicry, Carwin’s other talent, represents the artist’s ability to
copy reality. Together--Carwin never separates them--they form
the artist’s paradox of distance (the "thrown” voice) and involve-
ment (mimesis).”

OB IR RGBS 2052 CIRBRSATWAIEE L BIFEAY
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The popular tales have merit, but there is one thing in which
they are deficient. They are generally adapted to one class of
readers only.... The world is governed not by the simplton, but
by the man of soaring passions and intellectual energy.... A
contexture of facts capable of suspending the faculties of every
soul in curiosity may be joined with depth of views into human
nature and all the subtleties of reasoning....®
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In the soft bosom of domestic peace, in the worship of the house-
hold deities, true wisdom and genuine piety consist. A wife and
children, though my destiny deny me those inestimable blessings,
may they be the portion of my friend. Friendship cannot form
a more affectionate wish.®
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