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In a notebook entry in 1854, Whitman said that Bayard Taylor’s
poems “have as attributes what might be called their psychology — You
cannot see very plainly at times what they mean although the poet
indirectly has a meaning” (NUPM5: 1771). “Indirectly” indicates a special
literary tongue, and this term is a definition of the constantly engaged
and experimental discourse concerning the theories, practice, and
implications of living a homosexual life that is part of Whitman’s special
tongues. Taylor’s indirect meanings and his “psychology” deal with that
same manly friendship Whitman hoped to see mentioned in print.?

-127-



BRIEDEEZHRIFALLT, T RU—F - =R F—%thH, < DR
HBEROHEAL EEEDTTERLFL vy h2rv®B, T4 5—ZRLERS
RAWELTnS, &1 v b=V BRBERILORRES, BHEORNERZRES 2% -
RORXERZLLTH, BERKATEI Vo EE 2R LD TiZv.
TAT—OFOPD "HEN, REEZEHLTVSS, sy b rEHREL
HlEZRK-> T, T4 57—/ [Va ¥y LRE] 13, —RMEFETZH
MBXEFELTWD bRz, ZOFEE, 20 TR, LOBG. RZO
RXTHLPIZLELILEIDIZ, Z0ETHD. DEVMONTHARVWES
BROT, BHEZEGILHBDI S,

I
FARY aBT7RMETHY ., Br LBV ZIARHEBEOLLFo L
HIZELL TV, HIIEFDOI L2 ) ELKRBETET, ELERDILEE
BHICEML TR LIXEZRVWAER, Va7l EESEL TV AERT
ZEIALTRZ S,

Joseph Asten’s nature was shy and sensitive, but not merely from
a habit of introversion. He saw no deeper into himself, in fact, than his
moods and sensations, and thus quite failed to recognize what it was that
kept him apart from the society in which he should have freely moved.
He felt the difference of others, and constantly probed the pain and
embarrassment it gave him, but the sources wherefrom it grew were the
last which he would have guessed. (22)
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The bath is the “peculiar institution” of the East. .. . but the bath,
that sensuous elysium which cradled the dreams of Plato, and the visions
of Zoroaster, and the solemn meditations of Mahomet, is only to be found
under an Oriental sky. The naked natives of the Torrid Zone are
amphibious; they do not bathe, they live in the water.®

The brown sculptor has now nearly completed his task. The
figure of clay which entered the bath is transformed into polished
marble. He turns the body from side to side, and lifts the limbs to see
whether the workmanship is adequate to his conception. His satisfied
gaze proclaims his success. A skillful bath-attendant has a certain
aesthetic pleasure in his occupation. The bodies he polishes become to
some extent his own workmanship, and he feels responsible for their
symmetry or deformity. He experiences a degree of triumph in
contemplating a beautiful form, which has grown more airily light and
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beautiful under his hands. He is a great connoisseur of bodies, and could
pick you out the finest specimens with as ready an eye as an artist.

I envy those old Greek bathers, into whose hands were delivered
Pericles, and Alcibiades, and the perfect models of Phidias. They had
daily before their eyes the highest types of Beauty which the world has
ever produced; for of all things that are beautiful, the human body is the
crown. Now, since the delusion of artists has been overthrown, and we
know that Grecian Art is but the simple reflex of Nature — that the old
masterpieces of sculpture were no miraculous embodiments of a beau
ideal, but copies of living forms — we must admit that in no other age
of the world has the physical Man been so perfectly developed. The
nearest approach I have ever seen to the symmetry of ancient sculpture
was among the Arab tribes of Ethiopia. Our Saxon race can supply the
athlete, but not the Apollo.”
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Stoddard had dedicated his Poemsto Taylor in 1852, and in his dedication
he asked Taylor to “join our hands,/ And knit our souls in Friendship’s
holy bands.” As Martin points out, “holy bands” inevitably recalls “holy
bonds” of wedlock, which suggests that “Stoddard is establishing a model
for friendship (which he Platonically capitalizes) that will be parallel to,

and perhaps even superior to, the love of man for woman.”®
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“Yes, we will wait,” said Philip, after a long pause. “You came
tome, Joseph, as you said, in weakness and confusion: I have been talking
of your innocence and ignorance. Let us not measure ourselves in this
way. It is not experience alone which creates manhood. What will
become of us I cannot tell, but I will not, I dare not, say you are wrong!”

They took each other’s hands. The day was fading, the landscape
was silent, and only the twitter of nesting birds was heard in the bdughs
above them. Each gave way to the impulse of his manly love, rarer, alas!
but as tender and true as the love of woman, and they drew nearer and
kissed each other. As they walked and parted on the highway, each felt
that life was not wholly unkind, and that happiness was not yet
impossible.(217)
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Meanwhile, Joseph and his guests sat on the veranda, in the still,
mild air. He drew his chair near to Philip’s, their hands closed upon
each other, and they were entirely happy in the tender and perfect manly
love which united them. (340)
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COME, I Will make the continent indissoluble,
I will make the most splendid race the sun ever shone upon,
I will make divine magnetic lands,
With the love of comrades,
With the life-long love of comrades.

I will plant companionship thick as trees along all the rivers of
America, and along the shores of the great lakes, and all over
the prairies,

I will make inseparable cities with their arms about each other’s
necks,

By the love of comrades,
By the manly love of comrades.
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“Is there no way out of this labyrinth of wrong?” Philip
exclaimed. “Two natures, as far apart as Truth and Falsehood,
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monstrously held together in the most intimate, the holiest of bonds, —
two natures destined for each other monstrously kept apart by the same
bonds! Is life to be so sacrificed to habit and prejudice? Isaid that Faith,
like Law, was fashioned for the average man: then there must be a loftier
faith, a juster law, for the men — and the women — who cannot shape
themselves according to the common-place pattern of society, — who
were born with instincts, needs, knowledge, and rights — ay, rights/—
of their own!” (214)
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.. . a great valley, bounded by a hundred miles of snowy peaks; lakes in
its bed; enornous hillsides, dotted with groves of ilex and pine; orchards
of orange and olive; a perfect climate, where it is bliss enough just to
breathe, and freedom from the distorted laws of men, for none are near
enough to enforce them! If there is no legal way of escape for you, here,
at least, there is no force which can drag you back, once you are there. (216)
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Yes, but we will only go there on one of these idle epicurean
journeys of which we dream, and then to enjoy the wit and wisdom of
our generous friend, not to seek a refuge from the perversions of the
world! For I have learned another thing, Philip: the freedom we craved
is not a thing to be found in this or that place. Unless we bring it with
us, we shall not find it. (355)
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Ah, you unconscious lovers, you simple-souled children, that know not
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what you are doing, I shall be even with you in the end! The world is
a failure, God’s wonderful system is imperfect, if there is not now living
a noble woman to bless me with her love, strengthen me with her
self-sacrifice, purify me with her sweeter and clearer faith! I will wait:
but I shall find her! (361)
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One weakness is left, and you will understand it. I blush to myself, —
I am ashamed of my early innocence and ignorance. This is wrong; yet,
Philip, I seem to have been so unmanly, — at least so unmasculine! I
looked for love, and fidelity, and all the virtues, on the surface of life;
believed that a gentle tongue was the sign of a tender heart; felt a wound
when some strong and positive, yet differently moulded being
approached me! Now, here are fellows prickly as a cactus, with
something at the core as true and tender as you will find in a woman’s
heart. They would stake their lives for me sooner than some persons
(whom we know) would lend me a hundred dollars, without security!
Even your speculator, whom I have met in every form, is by no means
the purely mercenary and dangerous man I had supposed.

In short, Philip, I am on very good terms with human nature; the
other nature does not suit me so well. (350)
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But a more honest, manly nature, a warmer and more generous heart,
I never knew. I love the man like a brother, and it will be a sore trial
to part with him. His companionship and sympathy have strengthened
me for the whole of my journey. ... Ido not think two such happy and
harmonious travelers were ever on the Nile. If he had not a wife at home,
he would go with me to the White Nile, to Palestine and Nivebeh.!®

FILKBIZSETR 1851 £ 12 A 11 ROFHTIX, A Lo R
WHEETDHL, ZAOHIRRESBNTE, LETHREL.? 5T 18514
12A 19 HOFHETIX, TOFBREARILZ LTI N2, FHMCHERY
LT3, ZOLT, HICESDBEEZREZ L, HAMEHLTLEWY, Fl
NBIZH 5 —EZOEERZRE T NEE - LEBNTVS, "FRR7ZHB X
2z, KT ERDELEZDDITTIRRL, EARBIRRZ ZEFENWOH
MLTWEDT, SETLURRI TR RO LB LEZDTHS, Lk
. EDRBEEOBRENR LI LERELTVS, A

ZOBMOFRIZIE. FE CAON—ANZTA F—DE, TI7VTOET
HB) KEBZEBRFNTWT, T7VTREABOECENWVEFEIBAEINT
BY, EHLLNEERAL, BRWRPoTebHE —RHIZfToTLE-TVE
X1 ETT7UVTORMTLENTWEDTH S,

ZDOFHEOHESEBILBEBL, ZOVotFEERICEEEZ > TVWEE
RXESEAID, HiX [VavrirE] ¢ YVa€7LRBLoBRIcHh
T8 AIE,. RIiTe BRI,

The rigid piety of Joseph’s mother was warmed and softened by
her tenderness towards him, and he never felt it as a yoke. His nature
instinctively took the imprint of hers, and she was happy in seeing so
clear a reflection of herself in his innocent young heart. She prolonged
his childhood, perhaps without intending it, into the years when the
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unrest of approaching manhood should have led him to severer studies
and lustier sports. Her death transferred his guardianship to other
hands, but did not change its character. (22-23)
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I think I spoke to you, in my note from Assouan, of my German fellow=
traveler, to whose sympathy and noble nature I owe the best part of my
enjoyment of the Nile. I find here two letters from him — letters so full
of devotion to me and care for my safety that I have been strangely
affected by them. His wife also writes to me the most sweet and beautiful
of letters, thanking me for my friendship towards her husband. It is a
new phase of human affection, which I have never known before. As
I said, he is a man of fifty, proud and self = willed, and accustomed all
his life to wealth and authority. But he clung to me with a love like that
of woman. He had no secrets for me; all his past life, good and bad, was
revealed to me. I looked into the recesses of his nature which he had
never before exposed to the eye of another. He entered into my sorrow
as if it had been his own, and wept, as a mother might have done, at the
recital of my history. In these letters which I have received from him,
he asks me the same questions which you have asked, and begs me, if
I have not found peace, to come at once to him and pass the summer
in his house. He says that Nature has no longer an intelligible language
to him, since we parted. Have you ever known so remarkable an
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experience? I ask myself continually: “How have I deserved this? [ ”]
Certainly not by my mad outcries against the will of God, the justice
of Destiny. — With restored health, the joy of mere physical existence
is restored to me. The fee life of the Desert, the perfect absence of all
restraint or authority, the command I was obliged to assume over my
ship or my caravan, the excitement of seeing a wonderful and
comparatively unknown country — all these contributed to restore a
healthy tone to my nature. My own instincts pointed out to me the right
path. Nothing else than these very experiences could have wrought
such a miracle, for the resignation which I had only hoped for after many
years, is already mine. There are times when the old pang returns, and
must ever be, but the great struggle is over.?®
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