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One must have a mind of winter
To regard the frost and the boughs

Of the pine-trees crusted with snow;

And have been cold a long time
To behold the junipers shagged with ice,
The spruces rough in the distant glitter

Of the January sun; and not to think
Of any misery in the sound of the wind

#

In the sound of a few leaves,

Which is the sound of the land
Full of the same wirnd

That is blowing in the same bare place




For the listener, who listens in the snow,
And, nothing himself, beholds
Nothing that is not there and the nothing that is,
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The nothingness Stevens loocks at in “ The Snow Man” is
that of mathematical abstraction, the universe of twentieth-
century science, emptier and even more discouraging than
Hardy's nineteenth - century universe, The nothingness S tevens
looks at is emptier than the darkness and deprivation of

sitting Eliot, ...

(W.Y.Tindall , Wailiace Stevens p.26)
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I shall explain The Snow Man as an example of the necessity of
identifying oneself with reality in order to understand it and
enjoy it,
(Letters of Wallace Stevens, p. 464 )
P
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I placed a jar in Tennessee,
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I placed a jar in Tennessee,
And round it was, upon a hill.
It made the slovenly wilderness
Surround that hill,
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The wilderness rose up to it
And sprawled around, no longer wild,
The jar was round upon the ground

And tall and of a port in air,

"It took dominion everywhere ,
The jar was gray and bare ,
It did not give of bird or bush,

L ike nothing else in Tennessee,
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But, however serious this theme, the story of the jar is
absurd. ... the questions arise,

Why Ternessee ? Is the jar empty or full ? The raising of
gquestions is a virtue of shape.

(Wallace Stevens, PP, 24—5)
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Among twenty snowy mountains ,
The only moving thing
Was the eye of the blackbird.
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I
I was of three minds
Like a tree

In which there are three blackbirds ,

m
The blackbird whirled in the antumn winds .

It was a small part of the pantmime.

N
A man and a woman
Are one .
A man and a woman and a blackbird

Arte one.
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Xt
Do you not see how the blackbird
Walks around the feet

Of the women about you ?
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X
When the blackbird flew out of sight,
It marked the edge

Of one of many circles,

X

The river is moving,
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The blackbird must be flying,

X
It was snowing all afternoon.
It was snowing
And it was going to snow,
The blackbird sat
On the cedar limbs .,
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