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On the Meanings and Usages of V-Raretakunai

KUMAI, Hiroko

This paper investigates the meanings and functions of V-raretakunai, negative form
of passive plus hope in comparison to V-raretai, regarding the percentage of Agentive
Passive, characteristics of agents, types of verbs and subtypes of passive which co-occur
with each expression. Through the analysis of examples, it is found that more agentive
passives are used with V-raretakunai than V-raretai and that such verbs as shiru, miru,
iu and omou and the subtypes of passive classified as ‘perception, ‘cognition, ‘reporting’
and ‘attitude’ including ‘evaluation” are most frequently used in case of V-raretakunai.
Among these, evaluation and attitude expresses the speakers’ hope to protect their
personal territory or information just opposite to V-raretai, which expresses the hope
to get strong impact from agent Y superior to the speakers. In this sense, V-7aretai and
V-raretakunai are regarded just as two sides of one event. However, types of passive
which express ‘physical contact’ and ‘affection’” are mainly used with V-raretai, where-
as ‘waretakunai, often accompanied with agents expressing second persons, usage which
has a function to restrain the hearer’s action, is only found in V-raretakunai. This means
that V-raretai and V-raretakunai also have their own meanings and functions, which
after all conform to the characteristics of each expression. And yet, the V-raretai
expresses the acceptance of the impingement of X’s personal territory which can be
regarded as unusual and thus sometimes gains a salient connotation of violence or sex,
while V-raretakunai doesn’t have a special connotation beyond the negative form of V-
raretai because that expresses a natural human wish for their territory not to be
intruded.



