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Undergraduate Students’ Spontaneous Comprehension of Written Controversy

ANk B —
Keiichi KOBAYASHI

(ERL 26 4E 10 A 2 HZH)

Undergraduate students have difficulty in spontaneously comprehending the rhetorical
relationship between texts during reading (Kobayashi, 2009, 2012). This study examined the
effects of reading purposes and intertextual notes on their comprehension of intertextual
relationship. One-hundred two undergraduate students read two conflicting texts for the
purpose of generating their opinions about the controversial issue, exploring the relationship
between arguments in the texts, or exploring the intertextual relationship and then
generating their opinions. The purpose of exploring the intertextual relationship facilitated
the production of intertextual notes during reading, regardless of whether the opinion
generation was further encouraged. Also, participants who took intertextual notes performed
better in comprehension of two texts’ arguments about lower-level issues than those who did
not. There were no significant differences between reading purposes in comprehension of

intertextual relationship.
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