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Training Opportunities Influencing the Development of
Teaching Ability among Young, Mid-career, and Veteran
Primary School Teachers:

A Quantitative Analysis Using a Questionnaire Survey of
Japanese Language

Yasuyoshi ISHIGAMI

Shizuoka University

Abstract

This study examines the practical development up to the present time of primary school teachers’
Japanese language teaching abilities across a range of ages. Further, it aims to empirically reveal the kind
of training opportunities that have been used to develop these abilities. To achieve this aim, a questionnaire
survey was administered targeting 30 primary schools in Prefecture A, and a quantitative analysis was
conducted on the responses received from 441 primary school teachers. First, the results revealed four factors
that affect Japanese language teaching ability: the ability to understand and control students, the ability to
evaluate learning, the ability to design and develop lessons, and the ability to develop teaching units.Second,
the results indicated four characteristics of effective training that influence the development of Japanese
language teaching ability: training with colleagues, out-of-school training, autonomous teaching improvement
activities, and an environment that promotes training. Finally, the study results showed that training with
colleagues for young teachers, autonomous teaching improvement activities for veteran teachers, and both
training with colleagues and autonomous teaching improvement activities for mid-career teachers had a

positive impact on the development of their Japanese language teaching abilities.
Keywords

Japanese language teaching abilities, development of teaching abilities, primary school teachers, training

opportunities, teaching experience



