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Investigative study on the characteristics of the TV commercials for RTD and warning messages to

prevent underage drinking

* H fF —
Shinichi AKADA

(i 26 4 10 A 2 H%H)

With its focus on the TV commercials for RTD products being aired on the Japanese
private TV broadcasting networks, this investigative study aims to identify the
characteristics of the TV commercials as well as those of the warning messages that are
displayed during the TV commercials to prevent underage drinking. The study revealed
that the TV commercials that were investigated tended to show the warning messages only
for a short period of time, in a small display area, with inconspicuous designs. In addition, the
study found that many of those TV commercials featured scenes of female actors drinking
alcoholic beverages, especially those of a woman drinking alone at home. Furthermore, the
study observed that a variety of sound effects to stimulate the TV commercial viewers'
desire to consume alcoholic beverages were used, e.g. the sound of gulping and heavy

exhalation to express the satisfaction of consuming the beverages that were being promoted.
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