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“Dialogue with Authors” in Japanese Language Textbooks

N Sl
Keiichi KOBAYASHI

(FRE 26 4E 10 H 2 H=H)

To take part in a written controversy, citizens must competently engage in a dynamic
dialogue with authors of conflicting and incompatible texts. The present study investigated
how Japanese language textbooks for elementary and lower secondary school education deal
with and teach dialogues with authors. All Japanese language textbooks published in 2013 by
five publishers — Gakko-Tosho, Kyoiku-Shuppan, Mitsumura-Tosho, Sanseidou, and Tokyo-
Shoseki — were analyzed. Dialogues with authors presented in the textbooks were classified
into four types: awareness of authors, one-to-one dialogue, dialogue between authors, and
dynamic dialogue with multiple authors. Potentials and limitations of the textbooks as means

of teaching and promoting each type of dialogue with authors were discussed.
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