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“Hojoki” written by Kamo no Chomei Tells Us the Relation Between the Right
of Privacy and the Freedom of Expression : The Warning to the Internet Society
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Abstract : Although “Hojoki” written by Kamo no Chomei is well known as an essay, it is not a mere
essay but a work that expresses a critical spirit of Chomei to the era he lived. With this critical
spirit Chomei wrote five disasters in the first half of “Hojoki” and the life in the Hojo hermitage in
the latter half. By analyzing the text of “Hojoki”, this paper finds elements of modernity in Kamo no
Chomei, and confirms the commonality between Chomei and a modern man who lives under the
legal system that the modern society has created. After confirming this commonality, this paper
argues that there was a social fact that the freedom of expression was premised on the protection
of privacy in the era Chomei lived. This argument is based on the sentence in “Hojoki”, “I play the
piece named ‘Flowing Fountain' hearing a sound of water”. In addition, cases about privacy are
analyzed, and it is shown that the social fact written in “Hojoki” is getting more meaningful in the
Internet society. This paper tries to explore the possibility of socio-informatics by the legal method
of “Law and Literature”.
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