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CHARACTERISTICS OF VICTIMS OF THE SEPTEMBER 2015 HEAVY
RAINFALL DISASTER IN THE KANTO AND TOHOKU DISTRICTS

AL SEAT
Motoyuki USHIYAMA

VIESE  B(E) - B(T) HMKEHER  (T422-8529  FH BRI X A 43836)

We developed a victim data base (“2004-2014") for heavy rainfall disaster events in Japan from
2004 to 2014, and classified the 712 victims. The purpose of this study is to analyze the characteristics of
victims of the September 2015 heavy rainfall disaster in the Kanto and Tohoku districts (“Kanto Tohoku
2015”) and compare them with those for “2004-2014.” Characteristics of victims of “Kanto Tohoku
2015” were as follows: 1) 88% of the deaths were by flooding, 2) 88% of the deaths were outdoor, 3)
25% of victims were elderly, 65 years or older. “2)” is similar to the ratio of deaths by flooding in “2004-
2014.” The ratio of “3)” is lower than that for “2004-2014.” The number of “Kanto Tohoku 2015 victims
was 8: an unusually large number for recent heavy rainfall disasters in Japan. On the other hand, a dike
break on the Kinu River in Joso City, Ibaraki prefecture, washed at least nine houses away. There were
more than ten inhabitants in the houses, but all were saved. Worse weather probably leads to more deaths.

Key Words : flood disaster, victims, washed away household, dike break, Joso City.
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