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Summar

The present study examined 217 elementary school students’ iilages of onomatopoeic terms describing food, as well as
their eating preferences. Additionally, the students were asked how well the terms expressed food properties. Fifty-five
onomatopoeic terms commonly used to describe food were included. The following results were obtained. More than 90%
of the students (with a confidence level of 95%) recognized eight onomatopoeic terms as the words describing food. The
recognition of onomatopoeic terms also differed according to students’ degree of interest in food. Some words resulted in
different images according to students’ sex and eating preferences. Terms such as hoku-hoku and puru-puru were generally
chosen to represent delicious foods, while the terms gito-gito, kasu-kasu, and kachi-kachi produced the opposite result.

F—J—F .4/~ K~ onomatopoeic term, 7 7 AF ¥ — food texture, BMEL % preference, FAN

recognition, /¥4 elementary school student.
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