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Needs of Recurrent Education for Adults at University :

Findings from questionnaire for Japanese adults in 2016

Kojiro Imazu, Jun Kato, Masumi Shirayama, Takahiro Tagawa, Tetsuya Hasegawa, Masayo Hayashi
Abstract

This paper examines the characteristics of the needs among adults for recurrent education at university.
Our previous survey have already found that schoolteachers had difficulties in access to university recurrent
education, because they couldn’t get consent to leave from their colleagues and family though they had
substantial desire for such education in every age group and gender. These findings led us to conduct a
similar survey on adults in various occupations who could be a potential enrollment market for universities
in the milieu of Japanese social change toward aging and low-birthrate.

The result of the survey this time is as follows; 1) 39.2% of our samples knew about adult education
program at university. The older subjects are, the more they recognize recurrent programs provided by a
lot of universities. 2) 43.6% of our samples would like to have an educational opportunity at university, and
they are likely to study subjects that they have been longing. Young females showed needs to obtain
occupational credentials such as kindergarten or elementary school teacher licenses. 3) About half of our
samples felt difficulty in financing for recurrent education, and young females also worried about childcare
supports. They preferred weekend courses rather than summer courses.

The Abe Government has recently announced a policy in human resource development which includes
adult recurrent education. Mr. Abe’s manifesto of human resource development is still in theory. The
implementation of his policy depends on how much government can tackle those problems of difficulty and
lack of necessity in taking recurrent education for Japanese adults.
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