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On the Usage of Kara-passive Sentences
KUMAI, Hiroko

This paper examines the characteristics of verbs used in kara passive sentences
through the analysis of the examples collected from a linguistic corpus, “Chunagon” and
other sources. The results confirm that many verbs which used to be classified as not
being able to occur in kara-passive are used in those sentences when the agent can be
interpreted as a source of the motion, through a meaning involving causativity, energy,
emotion, senses and so on. It is also found that, although whether kara can be used to
indicate an agent depends on the meanings and characteristics of the verbs themselves
to some extent, there is a tendency for kara to be preferred when a speaker or writer
wants to emphasize the marked agent which is different from what is socially accepted
or a source, direction, speed or strength of the act.



