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Survey on career path preference for international students
on STEM English taught Master’s degree programs

Ryan, Yuko

This article reports the findings from a survey of ‘Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics’ (STEM) Master’s ‘English taught program’ (ETP) international stu-
dents in a Japanese University. The survey is designed to provide a detailed account of
their career preferences and student life so as to build an accurate picture of their career
prospects. According to the results of the survey, three quarters of the students in-
tended to stay in Japan after graduation, with most of them hoping to either ‘continue
to PhD’ or ‘Work in Japan’. However the survey’s findings also show that there are
obstacles for the students’ career advancement in Japan, largely because of their limita-
tion in Japanese language ability. The article illustrates how the University attempts to
organize various forms of career support services, in order to support the group of STEM
international students to successfully transition to working or researching in Japan at
the end of their Master’s degrees.



