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Cognition in the use of the two types of Japanese Resultative
HARASAWA, Itsuo

The — tearu construction in Japanese describes a situation that has resulted from a
previous action and bears two syntactic structures known as the Passive Resultative
and the Active Resultative. With the Passive Resultative one is usually interested in
the Patient, which is marked with the nominative ga, while the emphasis with an
Active Resultative, in which the Patient is marked by the accusative o, is on an action
done for some purpose. Semantic analysis of the Resultative is generally conducted
on the basis of these two fundamental structures. In terms of a speaker’s cognition,
the Passive Resultative is assigned when the speaker perceives an ascertainable change
in state caused by someone, whereas the Active Resultative is used when the speaker
becomes aware of the agent’s purposeful action. In teaching Japanese, it is common
practice to introduce the — #earu construction along with — Zeiru, which also describes
a resultant state. That is to say, an intransitive verb + feiru describes a non-volitional
situation, while a transitive verb + tearu (i.e., the Passive Resultative) is used to
express volition. This explanation is, however, not always correct since the — teiru
construction may often describe a resultant situation deliberately brought about by
someone, and the — fearu construction may indicate a non-volitional situation. Based
on the study of 537 — fearu examples collected from 27 essays and novels published
between 1976 and 1998, I conclude that this construction describes a change in state
that the speaker feels.is caused by someone, while — teiru describes a neutral state
as it is viewed irrespective of its causer. Given proper contexts based on this
‘characteristic, learners can be led to understand and use the Passive Resultative as
clearly distinct from the — feiru construction.

In the meantime, the Active Resultative may be taught along with — feaoku, which
also refers to a preparatory situation. The former indicates a situation where an action
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has been done for some purpose, while the latter simply describes a preparatory
action. It would be reasonable for both forms to be taught at intermediate or upper
levels, after the learners have acquired the basic usage of the Passive Resultative.



