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A preliminary investigation of the acquisition of the fearu structure
by a young Chinese child
HISANO, Mitsuko
SHIRAHATA, Tomohiko

This paper is a preliminary investigation of the acquisition of the fearu structure
(which indicates the state of the result of an action intentionally done by somebody)
by a second language learner. It is based on data obtained from the spontaneous
Japanese speech of a Chinese child, observed over a period of 15 months.

The results show that feqru appeared in the 7th month of the subject’s stay in Japan,
and confusion between tearu and te(i)ru (which expresses the state of the result of an
action, continuing action, careers or experience, habit and so on) was observed from
the 7th month untill the 16th month intermittently. Furthermore, the use of ferx was
often observed in situations where the use of fearu is more appropriate although the
use of feru is not a mistake.

In order to make clear the relation between the use of fearu# and the use of fe(i)ru,
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the teiru structure was also investigated. The results show that te(i)ru appeared earlier
than fearu, and te(i)ru was largely used appropriately. Furthermore, the subject
showed a tendency to use te(i)ru in place of the fearu structure. It might therefore
be concluded that it is easier for the subject to recognize te(i)r«, and overuse of le(i)ru
is a learning strategy implemented to compensate for this limitation.
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