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Elaborate, and then Make a Connection:

A Teacher's Discourse Strategy in Whole-Class Discussions.

N B —
Keiichi KOBAYASHI

(FRH194E10H 1 HEH#)

In whole-class discussions, children are often required to connect their ideas with each other and to
deepen their understanding of the topic collaboratively. Nevertheless, most of them are not competent
enough to do so. It is important for the teacher to compensate for their lack of ability and skills. This
study focused on a teacher’s discourse strategy, “elaborate, and then make a connection,” which is
useful for breaking the discussion deadlocked. It consists of two components: (a) requesting a child, who
is talking at that time, to elaborate on his or her idea; and (b) inviting the other children to make a con-
nection with the elaborated idea at the next turn. To illustrate the actual use of strategy, three episodes

from a 5th-grade Japanese-language class were analyzed in detail.
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