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Syntax interface issues in the acquisition of L2 English prepositions
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The purpose of this research project is to empirically investigate the L2
acquisition of English prepositions at the syntax interface, paying attention to both syntactic and
lexical issues. We conducted perception and production tasks with L2 English learners, using
animated video clips as semantic stimuli. The results indicate that 1) the comprehension of
prepositions is sensitive to argument structures with verbs, 11) whether the spacial denotation of
each preposition is restricted iIs crucial to comprehension, and I11) input does not affect the
acquisition of prepositions as much as we expected. We also started developing a learning method
with animated video clips which turned out to be effective, in particular, for learning relatively
unfamiliar prepositions.
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1. PFEERMARUTIOE R

PRETHURSE 2T T 2 BT, 227 BT,

DOFY [PZTRZIAZDO)] ZHRTHZ L
DD, ZOERYZLBE %2 FITH S DDA
B Th D, WEOEBNLRERZTHHAIE
PR X RIEFERE N T A P Tllbh s b O
D, TOEREIIRFEDOIGEFHETHE
WEIEE R, ARFZEIL, B SiEEAIC
B DRTERFOHEMEZ O S, FHROKR
DHEEE, Wb L HEAENE (telicity) ITERZ

YTl a . AIERESOMBITEER & s,

TODRBRDLEFBFMLINICETEN D, BB
FHLLVOMBILE S5E (058 B d
ATE R OB REGE (HAGE) ([2BIT5%1E
B DR & ERITKIE L TWRWNT & —
LEZLND, HIZIX, ()R T L H I,
HEE O H A AT E N IR ME F IR
HEETHLONRH LM (B : under) . HAGE
WIFENICHIET 2B EFAN R, T DOREE
DEDHERBIZL Y, HAGEZRGE L T 55558
FEEIL under NETHROKREZEET S
T LR TEAR (Inagaki 2002)

(1) JTHATEFO £ 4 7 (Zwarts 2005: 742)

a. FHROMIEVE%FRITHIE : to, into, onto,
from, out of 7z &

b. FROIEKKEEEFK I HIEF ¢ towards,
along 7z &

c. HFHROMIEM T 72 1IERAE M A R T ATE

A * under, across, down, over 7 &

—JF, B LUV O REIZEN A & AT
ORI TIThN 2 BWRERIZER TS, <D
TATHFFEN B 2 BRI O i 72 ST %
& BhEl, HOURE. AE G S EHERE TR
PRI EREEBZ O L OB KRIEIC > TRE
L 7= (Krifka 1998; Zwarts 2005; Ramchand
2008), Z D=, HE_SHEEBICBT A
FELEIRLULORTEFANE S + 01217
NTW5B EEFE AR, &2 TR 725t
LT, HEOKMEMEICESEZ YT, B
T DRIEFORELEIT -7 (& - T
B 2012), BEhEXEhEAJ O EEE L U CTHORE
PED G T HL R E &2 79 (3), — . Al
BRG] & LT, BRI EN G A O
PICHET 52 LN TE H2b), ERFHET
. ATE AR 2R ET D 5AQ2b) &
Db, B KAENEE £ THAG) DT A R
DEETCHESND Z BN RENT, Z Ok
BiX, HEEE IR D MEAR A R IR O
BWRNOHEEINTW Z EE2REBT 5,

(2) a. John swam in an hour/for an hour.
b. John swam to the bridge in an hour/*for
an hour.
CREGFEgAEEcE R nwT & E2RT)

(3) John arrived in Tokyo in an hour/*for an hour.

2. B3RO BEH

AW D B BITHGE L~ L O RIRE % ol &
L7-RiEFE SO 2 S HICHE LD, #
FE LAV EERE L)L O R E & IR IR
B L. ATER OB 8 & EIEIC A+ %
ZEThDH, BRI, FRRIDRT o0
WFFEERREIC B Y fHTe,

(DFEFERMICATETF OB I EE 5 25
SR 3] >

(I1) FEEEWRTE 7213F Ofth o ZLK A3 A&
FIDOBRICEELE 52 5 D)

MRTHELNTEGA D= LOMAE DL
AT, ATEE OZNRA 2R 2 EE O BRI H HR
D iTe,

3. DI

Meah LV OREICE LTk, i fE A
AT 1 & 25 B B a A M Ol Bh &l ) & i 37 %
A E TIRT . TEhE A O #5235
FORFEEL D BRI EHEND ) LW IHTE
A REET D,

AR R L L O RIS T D 7o
B IEL i N OV UK T2 oD 22 i) % 39 AT Rl A HR
Do, ZHoORERIL, BhEo 7 E%E
KL, HETDHABEOERHTIIXHLSS
WK A R,

ARFZE CHEM T 5 LE S B ER O K
ik, FEET A M Iz W T, B
LCT =A—vavBlzH+52 LT
Hb, T=A—a rEEEFHTLREE
LC. (i) ARk RAEMEOHEE., (i) IR
ERFEYOHES, (i) AL—XRENAL)L -
T ==V T ~OBAT, RENBFET NS,

4. WERE
4.1, HEHER

JEAR(2015)Tld, fEhFE AJIZ 1T 5 A& FH O
BEEMEICE B L ., AlE S B R A Rk IR
WCEDX D R ERE L, FEEITENE
B CEL0ONEBE L, EBRTIE, &K
P4 F3 T H WEEENE(4), KRG A KT E
ERENFA(S). FEREAE M 2 R TR BN A (6) 2 U
7o EERRENG S IRENENEIXE N E N, KA
4RI E 4] (5a, 6a)E 72 IXEMED BT A F
SR FAA(5b, 6b) & MLAE DT,

(4) John gave a book to Mary.
(5) a. John kicked a ball into the goal.
b. Mary threw a ball behind the wall.
(6) a. John pushed a cart into the gararge.
b. Mary rode a horse behind the guard.
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. BMEERIGE T AT = A— g VEIE A R
T, RS TD@)-(6)DHF A 7 DI LY 7
KHTHL0HWT 57 A NOERHIE T A
M Z& 5T T2, REAEVEE T BRI (4)-(5)Ixf L
THEfe T 2EMELZ G T 2 8@ % b7 &
ZA, TIELLRnsgy Edaic i L7z H
B, AEEA) A BB & D H AR

I EKBEG 2 A EIC ER o7, 2D Z &I,

BEE M 22 ATE G A OB N T T LN &
ERLTWD, £, #@Ye®EZR L TW
HICHBEL LT, TIELWID] &L 7-E
ENRFELLIEND o T=00E, ZEAkENE & AL E ]
B OB DG TH - 72, (L FTE
X E Y OIRATRETH Y . BMERIT OB
. &2 WIXEMEDO M S 1 8 L =B #&
RERTRT D, 2F0, (EEZERTHAITH)
SEAAI RIS L TV D DIk L(Ta), #&5
ZRTHEAITAEORMENICH D (Tb) & W
S BAIT, HaB s e IR S O3 Al E & O
HREZHATND EZDIENTED, =
b hEhE I B3 5 KBRS T, TEhE Ao
KAEEDNRTEF A OKEE L D L R HE
ENd) EWVOEEMRBREZHEICKRTHH O
TiEew, LA, AIEFLZBET HEE, F
BHEITAEFZO LD Tldze <, g4
% B e o OVBh Gl A) O FEREAR IE I TR L, i
DEZERMEIZ LV | UKD BEWA L% B
LR EE A ST Z L ERBT D,

(7a) T
vP PP

/\
SN
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(7b)

™
™

v N
throw DP Y
[+telic] _ "~ PP
a box N
N
P
behind
[goal]

4.2. BEEWRROER

PEREOFFEEEHIZEB VT, in < on 72 EORT]
BT, 7V Rv—2 740X 27 RNELT
WDINENEW D | Bl iR E R T 20,
BHNCHfE X5 (Tomasello 1987), —J5.
behind <° above 72 O FiE R L, LA #E
ME7R SR IELHh F 72 13K Pl o0 RS ZE M & &K
T8, #EENEND (Sinhaetal 1999), &
DEIRIZ2AZHEMEDS ) 55 S5 L L CHRGE
BETLEICH, L RIETONBREET 5
T2, 69 4 DOHFEFEE L & bITENERE
1To7l-, FEBRTIIWMN-> O &7
(over/above, under/below, in front of/ before,
behind/after) % h—27 & LTHW=, X7
D & FUE VAR O Rl 1 5 AN M 7 B RN

% Ff> (Lindstromberg 2010; Typer & Evans
2003),
FEROFER, K 1IRT L DI, SEFEOH]
&5 over & under 23 Z 3L 11, above & below
LV b ARICEZERD G To, TOFEEL,
TR LT, FEHEPEME R BRI L
OFIERF, VI E, LVEESNZZE
Mk 2RI RIEFA L EICESGTH 2 L%
BEWT 5,

0.4
0z I
0
over above unde

—J5. AKFEdhoORiE ] (in front of/before &
behind/after) % L7256, 7 MICITEND
MR LN o7, ZO—HE LT, E#E
P (74 X227 TIER] Z2F2500E8 95 0)
DEHES L WOBLETIE, EXTNERD D
DD, KBTI HZEMBEE VO RTIEHEVR
RS TmBET NS, &9 —D2DHERK L
LTEZLNDDIE, HARDOIGEHFIZEIT
% before & after DEAD I N TH 5, HF
BIZRAONDIFEAEDr— AN, K7
KHLL L COMERITETH - 7= (EFR 2017),

r below before infrontof after behind
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ATE R O BERHFEME & Ghd T, HEORRICfh
oA Ty NORELTE LI, HIFE N
XU OICHET LR PR EEAR EL R L
L. fEEDO#FE [New Horizon 1-3(FHE
#)] & [Sunshine 1-3(BAFEA)] @ 4t =4F)5
PR, BIEFAO 3 — S AZEk L1z, AR
KOV, R, SEMECEN STV ERIE
FExGE L, BHRE, FFE, =Y, 2=
v b, BB, BRX AT, BIXE=7 B
= MIZAD LT, ZHICES L SRiE O
HHERBE 13X 2 (s d, HHBUAE 2 AR (2014)
7o EORTEFIESICET 2 TR E RS
LAbE & T A, MBI DRI E 5 OB i
CHBEE 52 DAHEEIIEELRND DD,
HBUBEEE 720 CRIEFAOTe T L & &2 A
TRV L ERLT,

||’ T
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4.4. RO 0ETE

FEBREFICEWRIE LCHE2bNTT =X
— Y g VEE 2RI LT, mIEFEORM
IR ENEORRIC LI AT, T=A—

¥a FBUEMS & RIERIC R OB A B

ViAdr, FFlEE E TR R XA FI v

REGEHETS (K3 &), £, 7=
A—=varE AN EERICLY . EEETE
FITFEFE L VIR B EEE OGRS &8 T
CTRIEFZHE X 5,

X3 (Z Z CIEEMEDEN &2 K CTR1)

FEE DR A2 AT 5 R - EHERICIX
Bk OFREFEE 103 485Nz, —D
DT N—TIo3F, —DF T =A—a VH)
Wz WS E =T, b9 —DIFABIC X
HZRFRREEZZ T -, WTho 2/ Lr—7big
HEFFIL 20 RITH Y . FRE SR IIhE
O Ei & (on, over, above, beneath, under,
below) ZHlx& L7z, FREFTTIX, RAIEF O
BB LT, ZNA—7RIGEVWH R LR
MoT=, f§E% . above, below. beneath =D
DRIBEFATT = A= 2 VIEEE%Z T 27
N—T DIEERNEEICE P> T, T DORER
i, T = A= a VEIEO XS TR
ERHWEHEDN, FEFIZE > TEWRESRIHT
HmOPTEY BRI, FERLY
PRI LMEISNDZLEEZRLTNDS, 20
fEAENT, FEFIT & o THEIBI G A D
ATEFNC R SN2 &0 h | FREFE O ik
PO NS T = A —v g VENE % H
W2 BNHIRATHD Z L 2R LT
5,
T = A= VENE A VT, AEG R

TEWEZERAICHREST L 2T, LIRS,

ZLTLYVRSER/RTED LT D AHE
PEEZRT L bl 7T=A—varzHnic
FEEL, A%, AEX IR T =T %
P& LB EO AN EE 2 RET D 2
LIS NG,

4.5. 5% DEE

AWFIE T, B/ _SiE L LTOHREIIBIT D
B O TN L SOFKREZEY | HiEH
VH—=T A AEHLE LT, WD DM
BEEHALNCLTER, L, 20
BRI HOWZIEN Y TH 5, HBEKROGE
BFIZHETAMBEICHOW T, &5HIC£< DORiE
FZHOWTHIE 2R TW L BN D D,
Flo. AR TITHPRIGETFEE 2L &
LTl L C&E7eh, A%ITE SRR % I

LT, K0ERENSGVEGEFEHEN, Rz
U COERERERE RS [RIBR |2 Al i # 2 BRAR I OF
T+ 25 2 ENTE 500, RN EET
EEADbET, RIEL TN &,
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