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Adstract

The concept ‘society’ in Durkheim’s sociology has double meanings as follows. On the one
hand, it is the existence which transcends every ‘individual’ desire, but on the other hand, it
creates the individual and -is immanent in it. In spite of its rejecting the individual desire, socie-
ty can endorse its realization. The theoretical function of it is as same as that of God in Kant's
philosophy. God can also both reject and realize our happiness without contradiction. While
both society and God are outside the real process of our judgment, they can rule that process.

There are always various social oppositions behind our theoretical or practical judgments.
Durkheim who was profoundly influenced by Kant through Neo-Kantianism thought that he
could-overcome these opposotions by requiring the justification of his own position outside the
real process of judgment. Society which appears to be a scientific object is virtually a metaph-
ysical existence like. God which is ‘postulated’ outside the reality.

But this method of justification which is based on the postulated existence necessarily pri-
vileges a paticular position and conceals various social oppositions behind it, because there is no
universal morality or knowledge which transcends such oppositions. So we must go beyond post-

ulate-theory and do our best to accomplish a real purpose to overcome social oppositions.
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