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Abstract

L. Althusser rigorously distinguishes between a ‘real object’ which exists external
to thought and an ‘object of knowledge’ which is the work of theoretical production.
He claims that it is only through the transformation of the latter by theoretical
practices that we can appropriate the former in our thought. The view that a knowing
‘subject’ could directly compare the real object with the object of knowledge and decide
whether the latter corresponds to the former is erroneous for him because it reduces
the productive and objective knowledge process to the psychological one of the subject.
He calls this view ‘empiricism’ and the knowledge which premise the subject ‘ideology’,
For him the ideological knowledge must be distinguished from the ‘scientific’ knowledge
which is produced by the process without subjects and through which we can appropr-
iate the real object.
But this dichotomy between these two objects imposes Althusser a difficult question
how it is guaranteed that these objects correspond each other if the real object cannot
be directly given to us. One of the ways to answer this question is to abandon the
real subject to avoid the guarantee problem. P. Hirst, one of the Althusser’s leading
followers in Britain, takes this way. He argues that rejecting not only the knowing
subject but also the real object is the coherent consequence of Altusserian theory and
there exists only the theoretically constituted object of knowledge which he calls a
‘theoretical discourse’. This discourse theory is very similar to the theoretical position
of D. Hume who abolisheés both subjects and objects independent of our ‘experience’.
Dispite its starting-point is a fundamental criticism of ‘empiricism’, Althusserian theory
has developed an empiricist trend in Britain, the motherland of empiricism.
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