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Abstract: This paper examines the legal status and characteristics of virtual characters such as in Manga or
Anime, discussing the possibility of applying “human rights” to those characters. First, chapter 2 confirms that
characters have been located as “object” in legal meaning. Chapter 3 finds that the legal definition of human
is actually fictional one. Chapter 4 reviews that non-human existence in biological meaning could also have
some rights. Chapter 5 discusses the possibility of applying human rights to characters. Chapter 6 confirms
that certain legal concepts set in modern society have been shaken to those foundations up to the present. In
this paper, [ would not insist that “characters should be given human rights.” Instead, this paper illustrates the
landscape of expanding legal definition of “human” so as to provide a base for further discussion.
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