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Abstract

A Compare study On Pingjiang Hakka-Dialecs

Zhang shengkai

Keywords Hakka-dialect Pingjiang Lexicon Compare Immigration

The Hakka dialect in Pingjiang County, Hunan Province, is distributed throughout the 
foothill townships—such as Ludong, Sicun, Huangjindong—of Lianyun Mountain. This 
paper will examine the language contact between the Hakka dialect in Pingjiang and the 
local Pingjiang dialect by comparing the words in five different areas: the larger Pingjiang 
area, three isolated townships within Pingjiang (Jiayi-Lianyun, Sicun-Tangfang
Huangjindong-Tianlin), and outside of Pinjiang, Meizhou. The data presented in this paper 
is from the author's field studies.

The data shows that the internal lexical unity of the three isolated townships within 
Pingjiang is high, even though the townships these Hakka people live in are located in 
isolated mountainous areas which prevent much communication with one another, and they 
migrated to each of those townships along different routes. 

The author examined 1200 basic Chinese words and discovered that the three isolated 
Pingjiang townships shared 726 of those words, that two of the three shared an additional 
432 words, and that only 42 words, 3.5% of the total, appeared in only one of the three 
townships. 

Of the 1200 words, 388 were shared by all five areas. Of the remaining 812 words, 
359 were shared by the larger Pingjiang region and the three isolated townships, and 180 
were shared by Meizhou and the three isolated townships. In terms of vocabulary, then, the 
influence on the three isolated townships from the larger Pingjiang region is approximately 
twice that of the influence from Meizhou.

The Hakka dialect moved to the isolated Pingjiang townships, but even after that, there 
remained linguistic influence on the townships from the larger Pingjiang area. Even so, the 
dialect in the townships retain aspects of Hakka vocabulary and grammar.
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