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Relations between Modality and Aspect in Result-oriented Constructions in
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This research clarified the mechanism of how the speaker®s feelings occur on
the result-oriented constructions, i.e. Get-passives in English and te-shimau expressions in
Japanese. My semantic investigations made it clear that, interestingly, both constructions focus
strongly on the resulting state, and that events stated in the constructions already happened and
cannot be cancelled. From this semantic analysis above, | claim that it is this resultative aspect
of these constructions that the speaker®s feelings come from via inferencing based on contexts. An
attempt in this research to analyze the relation between the speaker®s feelings on the constructions
and their semantic properties will also lead to clarify the relation between modality and aspect.
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*Why did I get involved? There’s no money in it, there’s no items, no rewards. I shouldn’t have gotten

involved.

* Mary got admitted to Harvard! (Isn’t she lucky') (Chappell 1980)
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+ The camera got broken when he dropped it.

* *He got known as the father of linguistics.
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+ At the last moment, the criminal got fired in the head.

* I’m glad this finally got cleared up.
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