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Sakai Kyohei, Tanaka Natsuko and Nakamura Michitaro

Abstract

Since moral education became a subject in Japanese school education, there have been a lot of discussions about what
children should acquire through it. In particular, how to change children's behaviour in "contemporary issues". The purpose
of this study is to review previous research on the transformation of children's moral behaviour, clarify the principal
relationship between morality and behaviour, consider the existence of contemporary issues concerning morality and
behaviour, and obtain suggestions for future education and research that deal with the transformation of moral behaviour. To
achieve this purpose, the study draws out the current status and issues of moral guidance that promote behavioural change. In
addition, it sheds light on student guidance to examine the diversity of guidance and normative awareness that promote
behavioural change. It also examines the possibility of a moral education theory through a discussion on ethics. Based on the
above, issues in moral education and the relationship between morality and behaviour were positioned and analysed in
relation to the courses of study. The authors conducted a CiNii article search, extracted previous studies on morality and
behaviour, and categorised and analysed them. The results of the analysis showed that recent trends in practical research that
deal with moral behaviour are strongly related to the courses of study at schools, and a few practices target junior high school

and high school students.
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