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Effects of Rice Cultivar Characteristics on the Constituent Profile of Komeame (Rice Syrup)

MURAKAMI Yoko

Summary

Komeame (rice syrup) is a traditional Japanese malt syrup made only from glutinous rice and barley malt.
Komeame is used as a material for wagashi, one of Japanese traditional cultures. Komeame has a light flavor and
an amber color. Traditionally, komeame is made by adding a small amount of sprouted barley grains (barley
malt) to cooked rice in a solution of heated water. It has a light flavor and an amber color. Eight rice cultivars
were used to clarify the effects of rice properties on physical properties of komeame. For all rice cultivars, sugar
and maltose content were increased and reached a balance within 4-10 hours. The saccharification rate of indica
rice was higher than that of japonica rice. Maltose content differed depending on the type of rice. The
saccharification of komeame proceeded faster with glutinous rice than with non-glutinous rice. These results

suggest that the amylose content affects saccharification of komeame.

F—TJ— K : KB komeame, FH malt, Bl saccharification, £ 3C{t. food culture, {5t tradition,
YBRE%  physical property.
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