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A Study on Fostering Historical Thinking Skills

in Social Studies at Junior High School
Development of a unit that uses historical perspectives and ways of thinking

on the Edo period shogunate reforms

Akiyasu Ohsugi

Yasuyoshi Ishigami

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop a unit that set up a scene to work on "historical view and thinking" in order to
develop "historical thinking ability" in the field of history in junior high school social studies, and to verify the effect of the
unit through practice. In order to achieve this goal, we first organized the subordinate abilities of historical thinking skills
from previous studies, and then clarified the historical thinking skills in junior high school social studies based on these
abilities. Then, we developed a unit and specific teaching strategies to foster historical thinking skills. As a result, it was
found that the students acquired two sub-skills of historical thinking skills: "the ability to read historical documents and
understand their contents" and "the ability to view history broadly and understand it structurally.
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