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Effects of Strategies to Promote Children’s Reflection in Elementary School

Foreign Language Classes:
- Focusing on Monitoring and Control in Reflective Situations. -

Tomoaki NISHIKAWA  Takeshi MACHI

Abstract

Communication (improvisational interaction), which has been identified as a subject of foreign language instruction in
Japan, requires not only skill, but also the metacognition to gain an accurate understanding of the situations (monitoring) in
which this communication is to occur (control). In this study, we introduced a “reflective strategy” that encourages students
to grasp their learning achievements (STEP 1) and improve their study methods (STEP 2) with regard to foreign language
instruction (6th grade of elementary school), which has thus far tended to focus on the acquisition of four skills, examining
the effects on metacognition and improvisational interaction. It was shown by descriptive analysis of questionnaires and
reflective cards that, by presenting a reflective perspective and rubric (STEP 1), and allowing students to consider faltering
predictions and improvement measures (STEP 2), prior to the introduction of the reflective strategy, children were able to
reflect while being aware of this act of reflection, which resulted in improved reflection. We also examined the effects on
improvisational interaction by the quality of interaction in the end-of-unit test and the time it took to recover from the
inaction that resulted from this. Comparison results between the intervention group that completed STEPS 1 and 2 and the
control group that completed only STEP 1 showed no significant difference in the quality of interaction, but the recovery
time from inaction was significantly shorter in the intervention group. These results suggest that, in addition to improving
metacognition in students’ classroom reflection, reflective strategies may also improve quality of learning when it comes to
completing classwork.
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[BEE RS R Z2EEASC, MABD Unit 1
NH3OMTERDDLNE I PERFIT D201, 1
BHRSBONTEIToTe, ZOMRE, AEENRLNR
(F(2, 102)=8.52, p<.01), ZHELEORKEE, Unit 1,
2B BIINT THRANEEICN E L Z ERREN
7= (p<.01) (%3),

WIT TIRIE RS S 2R EKic, M AHD
Unit 1725 3DMTENRGH L0 E D hERET 57290
2, 1ERDBONEIT-o 72, TOMEFEENRLD
, (F(2,102)=7.11, p<.01), LEILEBOME Unit
1755312 TE (p<01) , Unit 2 26 312hiF
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NH3OMTERDDNE D DERFT L7201, 1
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69)=11.53, 9.21, p<.01), M ABEDE KRR L
D EHEEICENST,
6.3 PUYRYDE
HER DI AP ToNT- 7 N—T & EWI-HE G
FE264, SMAREA84) ZXIGU, RV EY 0BG
DOWEEE I LTz, 00 B OBSROYY) (i
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ST, FEFRITIRE Y Ko 2o T, BREOEY
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