Local Government Declarations for Net Zero
Carbon Emissions by 2050 in Japan : A
Questionnaire Survey on Climate Change Policies
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Local Government Declarations for Net Zero Carbon Emissions by 2050 in
Japan: A Questionnaire Survey on Climate Change Policies
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Abstract: Local governments around the world are increasingly issuing declarations to achieve net zero carbon
emissions by 2050. Focusing on major municipalities and prefectures in Japan, we used a questionnaire to
analyze differing degrees of commitment to climate mitigation and renewables and influencing factors. Out of
157 major local governments in Japan, we received 93 usable responses from governors and mayors and 146
from departments heading climate or energy policy. Results are categorized into “with declaration,” “under
consideration” and “not considering” based on whether a declaration for zero emissions by 2050 is in place.
Differences were found regarding the degree of interest in domestic and international trends around energy
policy, proactiveness for climate change mitigation, and emphasis on decreasing local emissions. The analysis
showed that “with declaration” and “under consideration” governments are more likely to adopt an attitude
of ecological modernization rather than pursuing a “Business as Usual” trajectory. While also observed in the
"under consideration" group, overall, this group expressed less support for Japan to increase its national mid-
term emissions reduction target. Also, while those “under consideration” reported challenges in installing
renewable energy, the “with declaration” group demonstrated higher interest in promoting new local and
municipal electric utilities for renewables.

Keywords: climate change policy, environmental and energy policy, local government, declaration to achieve
net zero carbon emissions by 2050, questionnaire survey
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