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Practice of Project-Based Leaning in Method of Teaching Informatics
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Abstract: This study reports on project-based practice of “Method of Teaching Informatics I” a class aimed
at learning how to teach informatics classes in teaching courses. The purpose of this research is sharing a
practical report derived from the project-based practice, and summarizing some challenges suggested by the
practice. In the first lesson of the practice, a teacher asked a main question "What is required in informatics
education in the future?” that drives students to study in the practice. Additionally, the teacher explained
that the importance of the students’ self-directed learning disposition: the students were expected to discover
what essential themes to study to succeed their “trial lessons” . As a result of the analysis of the practice for
eight students who were studying in teaching training course, three projects were conducted and four group
presentations were performed by the students. In the third project, the students shortened their time into
half of the former project. We think the result of shortening time was derived from the repetition of multiple
project-based learning. Analysis of the study themes selected by the students revealed that the students’
learning mostly covered study themes which appeared in the last-year’ s practice. The analytical results from
students’ individual final reports about “The meaning of high-school’ s Informatics and the understanding
about the purpose of this subject" which requires the students memorizing a lot of fragmental knowledge
suggested that eight students reported about the theme even though the theme was not directly included in the
students' project-based learning. From this case study, it is suggested that learners can cover contents which
are expected to learn in the class even though in learners’ self-directed project-based learning environment.

Keywords: Informatics, Teacher Training Course, Method of Teaching, Project-Based Learning
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