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ABSTRACT

The current study investigated the development of narrative discourse ability to construct a well-formed narrative.
The participants of the study are 4- and 5-year-old Japanese children whose first language is Japanese. The narrative
texts analyzed in the present study are oral narratives derived from “Frog, Where Are You?”” (Mayer, 1969), a picture
storybook without verbal text. The book consists of twenty-four pictures, showing the story of a boy and his dog
who go searching for their pet frog which has escaped. The author of this study gathered the narratives from Japanese

children (from 3 to 11 years old) and adults, following the same procedure and instruction as Berman and Slobin
(1994).

The text mining used the KH Corder (Ver. 3a16; 2019/03/04) to analyzed the text (children’s narratives). The results
revealed the following developmental features. The 4-year-olds are able to encode some contents of a picture as
event components making up a single event. They often recount events as a picture-description. Most of the 5-year-
olds can relate more components required for organizing this scene as an event, suggesting that they have the ability
to construct local structure. They can also conceive of events in related scenes as a component of the local-level
structure and those combine components to construct larger units to evolve the story.

Most of the 4- and 5-year-olds connected components of the events in chronological order. However, they seem to
conceive the causal relation of the events. It suggests that the narrative production is a joint process of event
comprehension and language production: that is, discourse skill and linguistic skills are interrelated in development,
supporting earlier research (Berman and Slobin, 1994). Since this study is limited to the 4- and 5-year-old Japanese
children, further study based of the higher ages is called for.
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