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How to Use World News as English Teaching Material

7N 1IE i
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Abstract

This paper discusses how world news can be utilized in college-level English language
classes. As world news programs report on extraordinary events of all kinds taking place
all over the world, students find them appealing; the desire to understand the contents of
the programs provide students with a strong motivation for language learning. Watching
and listening to world news programs can also satisfy those students who have become
bored with the routine exercises commonly done in elementary English conversation practice.

However, most Japanese students don't find it easy to follow the reports as delivered by
the world news correspondents. Thus, it is necessary for English teachers to prepare
adequate scripts and also to devise techniques for presenting them in class, so that students
can feel capable of accessing the news reports sufficiently. This paper discusses how to

make world news scripts and also how to present them in the classroom.
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3—-1. INREHOBEESE
2001.8.13. 7:00 - 7:30 p.m. NHK
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Yasukuni Shrine is originally called “The
Tokyo Shoukonsha Shrine” and it was
built in 1869 to honor the war dead of The
Boshin Civil War and led the restoration
of imperial rule in the start of Meiji Era
in 1868. Its name was later changed to
Yasukuni Shrine.  Yasukuni enshrines
more than two point four six million
people, both professional soldiers and civil-
ians who died at many wars from the late
Edo Period to World War II. The shrine
was originally under the control of the
government. After the end of World War

II, it’s turned into a religious cooperation.
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In 1985, Mr. Takeo Miki became a first
post war prime minister to visit Yasukuni
Shrine on August 15, the anniversary of
the end of World War II. But he said he
visited the shrine in a private capacity and
he did not write his name in the shrine’s
register. Mr. Miki stressed that his visit
was a private one, since it was hotly de-
bated whether or not the prime minister’s

visit to the shrine was against the

constitution.
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In 1978 Yasukuni enshrined former prime
minister Hideki Tojyo and thirteen other
people who had been declared class-A war
criminals in international military tribunal

in Tokyo.
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In 1985, a private advisory panel to the
then chief cabinet secretary finalized a
report urging the government to study
ways to make it possible for cabinet minis-
ters to pay official visits to Yasukuni
without violating the constitution.
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The then chief cabinet secretary Takao
Fujinami says it’s been concluded that the
prime minister’s official visit to Yasukuni
will not necessary run counter to the

constitution.
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On August 15th, Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone became the first post-war prime
minister to pay an official visit to
Yasukuni Shrine. Mr. Nakasone says he

visited the shrine in his official capacity.
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Asked if it is an official visit, he answers
affirmatively.
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China and South Korea reacted sharply to
Mr. Mr.
Nakasone was forced to refrain from pay-

Nakasone's official visit .

ing an official visit from the next year

onwards.
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The then chief cabinet secretary, Masaharu
Gotouda that

Japan stands in the international commu-

says considering where
nity, it was decided that the prime minis-
ter should refrain from an official visit to
Yasukuni shrine. He says careful consid-
eration was given to how people feel in

neighboring countries.
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In July 1996 the then Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto visited Yasyukuni

Shrine in a private capacity. But he did
not do so the next year due to criticism

from neighboring countries.
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2001.6.9. (Sat) 5:00 a.m. BBC.

Now forget London’s Tate Modern
lm New British Museum. If you want
to see the best in British architecture, go
to 2Salford. The Lowry Art Center has
just been voted ‘Building of the Year.’

The judges called it ‘a joy to see in and
fun to go into’. Catherine Marston went
to take a look.

Made of two and a half thousand tons
of steel and bigger than five football
pitches, the Lowry is no ordinary art
center. There can’t be many other places
where you can head-butt the exhibits. But
this is an interactive gallery. And this
noisy work of art responds to touch. The
interactive gallery is just one of the rea-
sons for the Rowley winning ‘Building of
the Year.’

Whether it’s gallery going or theater
going or just coming for a sit-down in a
bar, it’s still an experience. That’s really
what the Lowry is given.

The Lowry has changed the landscape
of Salford Quays. What was once a dere-
lict area is now thriving.

The Lowry cost around seventy-million
pounds to build, but the investment it
brought into the areas already tops that.

There’s a twenty-eight-million-pound
Imperial War Museum and a ninety-million-
pound commercial development and there’s
more to come. Built in a socially deprived
area, the center is proving to be a valuable
educational resource. And it’s lots of fun.

Girls, what’s it like in there?

Brilliant. Brilliant.

Are you having a fun today?

Yeah.

It’s the best.

Catherine Marston. BBC news.

Quays.

Salford
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Rarely do 80% of Japan’s people agree
on anything especially on politics. But
when it comes to prime minister Jun-
ichirou Koizumi, the public is falling in
line. With an 80% of proliferation, the
new prime minister’s popularity rate is the
highest ever. 1The love affair is only six

weeks old. Can it last beyond this Sum-
mer’s Upper House elections or is it just a
Spring fling. Looking ahead in This Week’s
Focus.

Prime Minster Koizumi was among
those ready to applaud for a performance
by opera singer 2Pracido Domingo. But

this time the cheers were for Mr. Koizumi
when he entered the concert hall. The
prime minister though said the superstar
tenor was the main attraction.

Mr. Koizumi also found time to greet
the superstars of Sumo.

A A TR BAE > 120 BB L7,
BHTLH,.

(“You didn’t let your injury stop you.
I'm moved by your victory!”)

At the end of the Summer Grand
Tournament he handed the prime minis-
ter's cup to the winner Yokozuna
Takanohana.

Liberal Democratic Party is hoping
he’ll hand them a big win in the upcoming
election. He is out in front of their TV
commercials urging citizens to help him
3dislodge the country’s problems. Many
people want to buy his posters.

In parliament Mr. Koizumi hardl‘y ever
read from scripts drawn up by bureau-
crats. He speaks his own words. In
Japan, that's viewed as extraordinary.
Ratings for televised parliamentary debates

have doubled and tripled since Mr.

Koizumi began appearing live.

‘Structural reforms without sanctuary’

tops his political agenda. Even opposition
parties support the goal in some respects.

The halo is so bright that opposition
parties get angry phone calls and e-mails
just for criticizing the new leader and his
cabinet. “Don’t bully” is the message of

the complaints.
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2001.6.9. T7:00-7:30 p.m. BBC

A violent attack has shaken one of the
safest countries in the world. Japanese
authorities say a man went on a stabbing
rampage inside an elementary school kill-
ing seven girls and a boy. Twenty-one
others were wounded at the school at
suburb of Osaka. Authorities say the man
stormed the building during the break-in
classes and began stabbing children and
teachers with a six-inch-blade kitchen
knife. He was stopped by two teachers
who held him until police arrived.
Authorities say the suspect has a history
of mental illness.
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2001.5.30 8:00-8:22 a.m. BBC

More than half a million people in
Central China are believed to have been
infected with the AIDS virus in what’s
been called “a blood for sale scandal.”
Dozens of farmers had been encouraged to
sell their blood to local health officials who
sold it on for profit to pharmaceutical
companies. The clinics set up to collect the
blood are often unhygienic and ill
equipped. And the HIV infection in parts
of the province of Henan is now running
up to 65 %. Journalists have been barred
from worst affected areas. But the BBC'’s
Adam Brookes has obtained exclusive pic-
tures from one village Wen-lou.

The road to Wen-lou village is one of
By the
road side everybody knows about Wen-lou.
They call it the Aids village. “Over there
their oldest waiting to die,” he says. On

Ignorance, Greed, and Disease.

the edge of Wen-lou, freshly dug graves.
And then over every door, the black and
white funeral banners of China. Badges of
catastrophe. HIVA since killed scores of
people here.

In Wen-lou they are dying, because
they sold their blood to blood dealers. The
needles and blood bags were filthy. Of
eight-hundred villagers, five-hundred are
now HIV positive.

This man says his son and his wife
are dying of AIDS there in the village
clinic. The clinic is farcical. There’s one
health worker who appears overwhelmed.
And it's full of patients who are suffering
For this

man there isn’t even a bed. He lies weak

from AIDS related infections.
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and feverish in a bench. “I need medicine,”
he says, “but I have no money to pay for
it.” “I know I'm going to die,” he says.
“I have a fever all the time, now.”

These villagers are the victims of
government greed. They sold their blood
for cash at centers set up by local health
officials. The officials sold the blood onto
pharmaceutical companies for profit. It
was a business scheme that brought HIV
to Wen-lou. “There’s nothing more I can
do,” he says. “I spend every last penny I
have. If you don’t pay, they don’'t give
you any medicine."

On the plains of Central China, the
blood trade gave HIV a root into the
general population. And now the virus is
running out of control. Local govern-
ments appear to be trying to contain these
AIDS villagers to prevent news from leak-
ing out, while doing absolutely nothing to
provide relief for those who are already
dying.

Researches estimate that in their
search for profit the blood dealers infected
600,000 people. And now across Central
China, those people are being left to die.
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1. How many people are believed to have
been infected with the AIDS virus in
Central China.

(More than half a million people.)

2. Why so many people were infected with
the AIDS virus in so short period?

(Because the needles and blood bags were

filthy.)

3. How did the government officials try
to make profits by the blood of the
villagers?

(They sold the blood onto pharmaceutical

companies for profit.)

4. Do you think the local government has
taken proper measures to cope with the
large scale infections of HIV?

(No, I don’t. Local governments appear to

be trying to contain these AIDS villagers

to prevent news from leaking out, while
doing absolutely nothing to provide relief
for those who are already dying.)
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3-6. KEEOD7I7H=Ry VHEERR'
2001. 10. 8. 9:00 a.m. NHK BS1 (BBC)

Twenty-six days after the attacks on
New York and Washington, America and
Britain have begun the military campaign
against the Osama Bin Laden and the
Taliban regime. President George Bush
said it’s the beginning of a sustained,
comprehensive and relentless campaign

against the terrorist network.

“Operation Enduring Freedom” began
shortly after five thirty p.m. with fifty
cruise missiles, five from US ships and
British submarines. They were stationed
in the Arabian Sea. Their targets were
Taliban’s key bases.

Nine o’clock in the evening just outside
Kabul. Cameras from the Arab TV sta-
tion captured these murky images, flashes,
apparently from the Taliban’s rudimentary
air-defenses. US led strikes were under-
way. And within thirty minutes in

Washington, President Bush addressed the

nation.

“On my orders, the United States
Military has begun strikes against
al-Qaeda® terrorist training camps and
military installations of the Taliban re-
gime in Afghanistan. These carefully
targeted actions are designed to disrupt
the use of Afghanistan as a terrorist base
of operations and to attack the military
capability of the Taliban regime.”
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