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Congratulatory Message for ICMU 2004 from Takashi
Masuda, President of the Information Processing
Society of Japan (IPS]).

First of all, I would like to express my delight
that the First International Conference on Mobile
Computing and Ubiquitous Networking. I believe
that Japanese expertise is relatively stronger in fields
such as mobile computing and networking. With over
24,000 members, IPS] is the largest scientific society for
information technology in Japan. Over the years, it has
been very active domestically. However, while IPS] has
cosponsored international conference together with the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE),
such as the International Symposium on Autonomous
Decentralized Systems (ISADS) and the Symposium
on Applications and the Internet (SAINT), it has rarely

been the sole “main” sponsor. In that respect, ICMU
2004 is also an extremely valuable experience for IPSJ; 1
hope that the conference will be a great success.

In this international conferences, over half the
published papers come from countries other than
Japan; therefore, the conference can truly be called an
international event. I firmly believe that by taking the
initiative to host conferences like this one, IPS] can
pursue research activities from a global perspective. I
recently became aware of the plan to organize the 3
ICMU outside of Japan. I believe that the success of
this year's conference will provide a huge boost to and
momentum for ICMU conferences in the years to
come.

Professor Tadanori Mizuno, the General Co-Chair
of ICMU 2004, was kind enough to invite me to the
conference and the banquet. However, many national
university administrators like me are currently busy
with the implementation of institutional reforms that
are necessary for transforming national universities
into independent administrative institutions by April
this year. Unfortunately, at the time of the banquet,
the faculty that I am in charge of will be busy with
preparations and meetings related to the upcoming
transformation. I will, therefore, be unable to attend
both the banquet and the conference. For this reason, I
would like to entrust the responsibility of delivering the
congratulatory message to Professor Mizuno.

Finally, I would like to say something to all the
overseas visitors. The New Year's season in Japan is
very cold, but in various places you can experience
New Year's events. In addition, not far from Yokosuka
and the conference venue lies the ancient capital of
Kamakura. If you have the chance, I insist that you
take some time off from your busy schedule and enjoy
Japanese New Year festivities and the traditional culture.

(%19 % 2 A 15 BRA)

K& BA (C£H)
mizuno@mizulab.net
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