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(Outbreak of Legionnaires’ Disease)
2002. 08. 03. AM 6 : 00. BBC.
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There’s a major health scare tonight in
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the Northwest of England after the
country’s worst outbreak of legionnaires’
disease for a decade. It’s scented in
Barrow-in-Furness in Cumbria. Twenty
‘people have the potentially fatal disease.
Another eleven are suspected cases.
Officials fear up to a hundred others
could also have been infected including
visitors who passed through the town.
Let’s go straight to Barrow now, to our
correspondent there Richard Bilton. Ah,
Richard, do you know what caused this
outbreak ?

I don’t know. Part of the horror of this
really is that we just don’t. We know it’s
a water-born disease in things like air
conditionings in a number of buildings in
town that are being investigated. But the
real horror and the terror for the people
who live in this community is it’s thought
that this disease has been present here
since July the first and we really don't
know what damages it has done.

It is from this control room that the
response to this outbreak is being
supervised. But progress is slow, still no
known source, advice being offered is still
general, a hundred cases are predicted.
It’s thought a number of those will lose
their lives.

We believe that in terms of the numbers
involved, this will probably make it the
largest outbreak of the legionnaires’
disease in the United Kingdom, therefore
it is very serious indeed. -

And how difficult the situation is it for
you to do with?

It's obviously a very significant situation,
for both are relatively small hospitals.
They have to cope with our project.
They only started assembling details of
this outbreak last night. This afternoon’s
press conference called for anyone in
Barrow with pneumonia-like symptoms to
see their GP immediately. A whole town
warned it could affect them. Meanwhile
the search for the source of this outbreak
continues.

How concerning is it for you? You

‘ don’t know ...

It’s very concerning. We need to know
exactly where the source is. But it’s not
surprising that -we don’t know. We've
identified the potential sources. My
understanding is that the local authorities
have closed down one potential source
which exists in the center of Barrow
town.

So what can you say to the people who
live in Barrow ? They will be very
worried.

I would say, "Don’t panic.” We believe
that the likely source is contained.

It takes ten days for the disease to show
itself. The community is terrified about
what is to come.

One thing they were stressing at the
press conference in a hospital today was
that this isn’t something that can be
passed person to person, so that’s a good
thing if you like. And we have heard in
the last hour this building has been
closed down while it’s investigated. But

in truth, this whole investigation is so
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new. I think it will be days before hard
facts are known. Darryl.
Richard, thank you, very much.

So what more do we know about
legionnaires’ disease. Well, Fergus is here
to tell us more.

Fergus, how dangerous is this disease ?
Well Darryl, obviously this is an
extremely serious public health problem
we're talking about here.

So what exactly is legionnaires’ disease ?
Well, this is the legionnaires’ bacterium,
the bug that causes it. The bacterium
thrives in warm water, especially in air
conditioning systems. It causes a form of
pneumonia. There’'re 200 cases here a
year, most isolated incidences. Large
outbreaks are rare. Britain’s worst was
at Stafford General Hospital in 1985,
when 23 people died. The bacteria were
traced to the water cooling system of the
air conditioning. Three years later, three
people died in an outbreak of a
broadcasting house in London also traced
to the water cooling system.

Now the disease in Barrow was first
identified in the United States. It gets its
name from a group of army veterans who
contracted legionnaires in Philadelphia in
1976. Thirty-four people died.

So how was it spread? Breathing in tiny
water droplets in the air from a
contaminated water system is the likeliest
way. It’s crucial to remember it's not
infectious. So you can’t catch it from
anyone else. The incubation period is
usually 3 to 6 days and it causes a flu-

like illness with muscle aches and fever.

Legionnaire kills about one in seven
people who get it, but the death rate may
be higher in those already sick. But
antibiotics are effective in treating it and
patients usually make a full recovery.

Legionnaires’ disease is a serious disease,
but it’s a rare disease. And we only hear
about between a hundred and fifty, two
hundred cases a year in this’ country.
And the lot of those ..., roughly about half
of those are actually contracted abroad
as a result of being affected in different
country.

The key thing of course is for public
health officials in Barrow to identify the
source of the outbreak and decontaminate
it. But anyone in the immediate area with
flu-like symptoms is strongly advised to
see their doctor. Darryl.

Fergus, thank you, very much.
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« GP: general practitioner. —iRBIZEEE,

+ affect : cause disease : to infect or
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* contain : hold back or restrict : to
restrict the movement, spread, or
influence of a strong enemy, force,
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(Asian Brown Haze)
2002.8.13. AM 8:00. BS1, BBC.
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Scientists have warned of a major
pollution threat of brown haze extending
for thousands of square miles over
Southern Asia. It’s two miles deep, and
researchers say the pollution is having
disastrous effects on rainfall among other
things. Clive Miley has sent us this
report from Singapore.

Singapore. Mid-afternoon. As motorists
get from A to B, high above lingers the
so-called Asian brown haze, shifting
menacingly across the entire continent.
You can’t see it. But it’s there. These
vehicles help feed the toxic cloud of
pollutants. Across Asia as economies have
grown richer, millions more have taken to
the road. It’s rush hour now and traffic
volume is at its heaviest. The motorcar
is the single biggest polluter here, in a
land where there is little heavy industry.
So Singapore is lucky. In other parts of
Asia, traffic is the least of people’s

worries.

In India, this recent flooding, some

believe, is linked to the haze. It’s causing
In China,
it’s a different story. Drought. Monsoon

heavier monsoon rains here.

rains have been late here. Once again,
industrial pollution is a factor.

In Indonesia farmers torching forest to
clear the land have been the country’s
single biggest contributors to the Asian
brown haze. Often the smoke spreads for
miles blanketing neighboring countries
then settling high in the atmosphere.
Balancing the needs of ordinary Asians
with the need to protect the environment
is a huge challenge but one that must be
addressed.

Clive Miley. BBC news. Singapore.

<7354 70>

So as Clive was saying, those were the
effects. What exactly is the brown haze,
and how was it caused? Fergus is here
once again to explain all. Aren’t you,
Fergus?

That’s right, Hugh. Well, about two
hundred scientists were involved in this
research of the United Nations. And they’
re convinced that the Asian brown cloud
is changing the weather. Let’s have a
look at a recent satellite picture of the
Bay of Bengal.

You can see the man made cloud. It’s this
murky haze here, but that’s just one bit
of it. Pull out to a wider map. And this
simulation shows just how enormous the
cloud is. Ten million square miles
stretching from India across most of
South East Asia and ending at China.

So what exactly is it? Well, if you're old
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enough to remember the London’s smog,
that’'ll give you some idea. But this is
on a vast scale. The cloud is two miles
high. It’s made up of tiny bits of ash, and
soot from burning wood and from forest
fires, and acids from chimneys and car
exhaust. This cocktail of pollutants hangs
in the atmosphere and stops some of the
sunlight from getting through.

Strangely this has two opposite effects.
Firstly the cloud absorbs some of that
energy from the sun, heating up the skies.
That can affect Asian monsoon leading
to more flooding in places. But with less
sunlight getting through, there’s less light
for plants to grow and the earth surface
becomes cooler. That leads to less rainfall
in many places and could trigger
droughts. And here's a proof. These're
images from NASA. The red area’s where
the atmosphere is getting hotter. The
dark blue shows where the ground in the
same place is getting colder. Now
scientists have already known about that
pollution but are staggered at the size of
this cloud.

We haven’t before seen that such a great
area being covered by this pollution in
the lower layers of atmosphere. It's a
very variable animal so it will depend on
... The circulation depends on the wind
direction for example. And therefore, it
will drift to different regions in different
'parts of the season.

Now what we don’t know is how big a
part nature is playing in all this. The
good news is the Asian brown cloud will
go away if we cut pollution enough. Of
course persuading countries to do just

that, this month’s bigger summit is rather
more compli»cated. Hugh.
Indeed, Fergus. Thanks very much.
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3. AIEfERHOAKE (VF Blunder)
2002.8.1. 8 : 00 a.m. BS1, BBC.
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<EWYX=a—R*RAI7YT+>

The press confirmed today that a white
woman is the biological mother of black
twins who were born after she received
fertility treatment. The mix up happened
at a fertility clinic, when the wrong
sperm might have been used during the
woman’s treatment. Fergus is here to
explain more. Tell us more Fergus. It’s
a bit complicated, this one.

Well, of course, Hugh and this sort of
blunder should be all but impossible. It’s
devastating for the couples involved and
maybe psychologically damaging to the
children in the long term. Weeks after
the case first came to light, we now know
what went wrong. The white couple have
undergone blood tests, which confirmed
she is the biological mother of the twins,
but he is not the father. A black couple
who were having treatment at the same
clinic have also undergone test, and it
now appears he is the father of the
children and that’s not been confirmed.
But how could this happen ? It now
seems likely this terrible situation is
down to a simple mistake. The black
man’s sperm was used to fertilize the
We can’t be
absolutely certain, but it seems that’s the

white woman’s egg.

most likely explanation of how she’s
found herself to be the biological mother
of the two black children.

Now the implications of this blunder are
horrifying when you consider the fertility
industry in Britain is big business. Every
year twenty -seven thousand couples
undergo treatment. IVF typically cost

around three thousand pounds. There are
strict guidelines regarding the labeling of
the sperm, eggs and embryos. A witness
is present to double check what’s been
done every time test tube treatment is
carried out.

Well, I'd like to believe it is a one-off,
because it is very rare for these things
to happen. IVF has been around in this
country for more than 22 years, and this
is the first case that has come to light.
There’s another case that has been
reported in the States few years ago, so
there’s two cases in the whole of the
world. So it's ... it’s by anybody’s
standards is a very, very rare event.
So who gets to keep the babies? Well
it’s now seems almost certain that the
courts would rule in favor of the white
mother keeping the twins. Of course the
mistake came to light only because of the
color of the babies’ skin. So despite of
what fertility experts say, it must raise
the question whether this basic error
could have happened before. Hugh.
Fergus, thank you very much.
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(Talking to animals)
2002.7.23. 9: 45 a.m. ABC News.

<EY=a—R R7YTF>

Finally tonight. Anyone who has ever
worked with animals or owned a pet and
had the
wondering just what their animal is

experience sometime of

thinking. Some people make a living
ABC’s Dean
Reynolds reports tonight in the first

claiming they know.

installment of the series were going to
call “Animal Matters”.

“Oh, my goodness, my goodness. How are
you lost, Stanley?” It’s 10 a.m. on a
busy work day and Dr. Kim Ogden has
just learned that someone she knows has

taken a turn for the worse.

We'll talk to Stanley, we'll find out
exactly what he has to say for himself.
This is Stanley, a twenty-year-old Asian
box turtle whose owner says he seems
depressed. “He has not eaten, well ... for
about two months.” So she’s turned to
Dr. Ogden, an animal communicator. “He

told me I have a big head.” Well, most

of us say things to animals. Dr. Ogden
claims animals say things to her.

Well, I'll hear from a bird, I'll hear form
a cat, or I'll hear from a squirrel, or I'll
hear from a raccoon.

It's hard to know how many people do
this, because animal communicators are
not licensed. But it appears to be
growing. With web sites now, and even
TV shows on the topic. Ogden, whose
degree is in public health, says she’s had .
this knack since childhood. Conversing
with animals, alive or dead, on paper or
in person.

“Hi! Hi, babies!” Ogden’s client, Lisa
Thompson has three old dogs, and a bad
conscience.

I'm feeling so guilty about ... things that
have happened with my pets and before
it’s too late I wanted them to know just
how much I love them.

Al and Freddy are females, Baster’s a
male. Al and I will communicate and then
I'll tell you everything, that she actually
says ...

There’re itches that can’t be scratched
and bad backs that need work.

Let me ask’em if he ....

Oh, he says he has actually been waiting
something like that.

Ogden says animals communicate in three
ways ; sending images, thoughts, or
feelings.

I don’t interpret the bark, I don’t
interpret the body language. It’s the
consciousness to consciousness and the
heart to heart. And this summer, Ogden
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is giving how to courses.

One, two, three. Come Rover, come.
Most seems to get what they paid for.
And they actually seem to hear her voice.
“It's interesting”, say experts on animal
behavior, “but no cigar”.

If people saw it more as a hobby to
communicate with the animal, I think
that’s great. But you shouldn’t expect too
much from it.

None the less, Sarah and her friends are
acting on Dr. Ogden’s talk with Stanley.
Cool off the apartment, turn down the
stereo, and trim that plant.

He doesn’t like that. He doesn’t like that.
We hear Stanley’s mood is already
brightening.

Jean Reynolds. ABC News. Highland Park,
Illinois.
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