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UG DEFEEBIDN & AT ER iR & Btk LERHiRE S X7 A

B R

ﬁ'*

T Ic BT BEIEGEED O A B THEEA B L R Y AT AIKDWT, 1982 EFEM AL
EhOEEISHMEICET LABERERVWTRI L., 20E, 3 KEHE, STUNMA~, BE» S
AN, EIERA, FUNHITE S ILMADRIE NN S FERENEA LT, HHEANERINTHET
LAEST St ESEEFROAALMBROBRICTENS, SAETHEEORAOERICL->T, KK
UL — B PR E MR R T — MUl (BEPERR L) B & W S EHRENEI S . Shicidhi
HIXET « HREIEFOBEEIRORELFELTCVA I ENHON L ST,

HERENS AL L, BEIHERE - KRBZES LT 22ENETEY X7 41, BEFFERERT L
TOHRFRIERATESE TAMANRTH Y AT LICHARAEINTVE I ENELME S ST, BHR - K
B - BRI E WS EAEDE,, YHBTOMTREORVICL > Th, BHHESORRITEVSS LN

F—-0—F:#ERHY AT L, EHFE HFERSMEK S N

I 3C&®IC

1960 ER IO BERBREYIC, KBEES
REWTI Lz A—H =13, BEHMZHRLZOR
Feett AL, HOBRO2EMREHEZHILL
fz Gt 1973 ; HEP, 1978, 1979). —F4, RHEX
LWKHBUNERR, F2—Y A N7 « BI/NE
Kk BET VI Y —F = — VB EDHBLEI NN

Flb, EEEE - —KREEOREZMOI (LR

1974 ; B#, 1976). ZD &I, bHEOEHIFER
W3, A —H—BLOKHEB/NER - kb hic
INFER & W\ D B ER ORI S DR BRFER D) =
K& -T, KREBEELBESNI.

HABTI, PFROKFEA—H— - ELo2EN

BRFEMA TN T 5BET, SROXFOEENES,

MEOFBERANERE N, FEHC, HUTESEE
EHFROKF A — 51— - EHEORFEHICH AL E
N, RIULHSHEIT L. CORR, EEREICHY
SHHMEACE > T, HWHBEOMME Y 2T LD
ERMAEREINTVAEEWS (EBAI, 1974a).

| REROHFERBOWETIE, BMEHIRERAL
TEEFFR & & OH ASeifH & OB E R
*BIBKEHEF

&k -T, 2ENIHIBRSE ARSI T
fo (%fE, 1962 ; #xJI, 1966 ; i, 1973 ; HEF
1978 ; © O, 1980 ; (b, 1986 ; Hayashi and
Hino, 1988). Z D#EHR, HW - Kk - BR (&
B) O3 KETEELOKAICmAT, BReHl
LT H2ENIEE AR - BR (BHE) 250
L3 BREE 2~ 31T LRy —VORE, 1t
#miE L) - E (LB « 155 - BROLEF.G
WhHvBET 2REFLET S, ATy 7 2y
— IV OEE R EHEBRICERT 2TEENH S M
INTVAS.

&I, 1980 FEREFBL2EMIC BRRE—BREDH
0%, HHICBWTRIERFOETINO—BERHH
AR TUNRERERS, 19D, 20 h
<TbH, BE (1992) itk b &, HILHARETEA,
HEHED S DEALEROET &L EHEI SOHAL
ROEKEVIBEENDHO, LEEPOLEHEZRLRLE
T HEGHREOHEHNE LTS EWV.

LIAT, HOEEEAEREICHKLT, b
HoRSHEIZ, REFBILEL Lo bSEREICH
BINTEEETHS (57—, 1986). £DiW,
BERETRVE AWV REROHRICOWTIE, D
EHBERCERTAROBERVIER T 5.
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OHASE « BKFERBIOERITB VTR, EiHIEE
FRRBN Td 57, [EEAOERT - BTk
T« BN OBIRE 2R OER T O BKE | i % A%
BHTXhote. OQ—MICHERRER, [JTHE,
TERRAET), THRARED 72 & DB DR E DHERE
2ETHHGESEERETS. L L, BERIE
T3, FEBRERNTHAL - BRSEEVEH I TV
mWicy (HO, 1980), REBBREILICEKE -7

2%y — VR G [ REOBBRICIIRT S TH - 7.

INSERBRT B0, HmIF (1972) (3dbisEh
HEEHROBHERIFHEAZOBREHZ, BB
(19742, b) BLOIUHBEERAERS (1978 13,
SOk s B TESEE X OMMIEE, ERTE
SEEEROMBFEELTRY, AT oy ZITBY
HEGIFHEEAF LTS, LaL, filShm
SEEHERK EABETHEN DI VII D, BFA
DEFH O [HBLAEEZHONIT HETITIE
5TV,

FIAETS, HEREOWHE EHHEESHORE
HEDPEHEE Y R T L EZHED T RN,
EICHE L TV - 2 50750 (Delobez, 1982).
BEODERTHLEIATRE, HFEEHOEBENDS
WHOKEREELHR U AHENREAET Lord,
1984 ; Simmons, 1986), EIFEEBOMTRIEAE
FOSEME Y R T LEH SN LIEHERA SN
72\ (Ironside and Peterson, 1982).

ARG, EROEGEREIC BT 2SR S D5
iR TO BB L 251, Juttis%
ML LTITRY, FEEREINCEE i@ & A7
M SBEROBELZRET L, SUNA O HEE

VAT LOBEEHSMILED ELIHDTH .

Z OB, OREHLETHER < RITP ek &

3 KB HEOREARRRRVOIEEERIICH >7-Dh,

QB DER T, ERBEAREOWThE
EDBLBAL TV DD, QERBIIMNHEHD
B EDOI I BV E B 720D, EW0D

3MICAEHE L. ABOEMAERT 3D,
1982 FEEERIAEEELMARAIC LT, H5E
HEIA ARSI EEN LT, BEMEORH
Z{ERR L7z,

o &HEHE

1982 SR HEDOEEA KD & 5 IcBEFH
Lrc. Bz, JUNHIE I 5 ik ARELD
28, 263 EIEHEHVE L. 9, BEICEBEIHO
TWBHEHGEEERDOR X ZRDLIITHE L. &K
BT« XETRISIE, TED - EERGIED - chRIE - Bk
HORBEENME (B 18D, BbutbAk- K
FEMIRIC X B0, BEOB LA - BEE
¥ECLBNE (F1HE) THB HE, HAKE
FHO TRXIEMBE) LB -TWEH00F, i
EWHAN] Th - T bMZFEIE R & (18
S, ROTHFEEE O X - THEE b L
B ENT I AE LT

Wiz, JUNE ORI & &2, EFSEEmcE
BA, ZOHbH 30 LLEIET 5 82 Tl 2Bt

Producers “\\\\\\‘
Primary
- wholesalers
Direct
wholesalers Secondary
wholesalers
Terminal
wholesalers
A A
Industrial .
users Retailers

%1 BmDORBEE L HFEEERORSE

BRI
(Hayashi and Hino, 1988 % #E/—Rz).

Fig. 1 Classification of wholesalers ac-
cording to distribution channels
and levels in the distribution
system

(modified by the author from Hayashi and Hino,

1988).
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E1FE
Table 1

EIFEEEFR O

Classification of wholesalers

% Classification of wholesalers-according to the major location of their suppliers

(A) Same prefecture

(B) Elsewhere in Kyushu (other than same prefecture)

(B)’ Fukuoka

(C) Three metropolitan regions: i.e. the Tokyo (Tokyo, Saitama, Chiba,; Kana-
gawa), Osaka (Osaka, Kyoto, Hyogo) and Nagoya (Aichi) metropolitan

regions

(C)’" Tokyo metropolitan region (C)” Osaka metropolitan region
(D) Elsewhere in Japan (other than (A), (B)or (C))

% Classification of wholesalers according to the major destination of sales shipments

(A) Same prefecture

(B) Elsewhere in Kyushu (other than same prefecture)
(C) Beyond Kyushu (other than (A) or (B))

% Classification of wholesalers according to the major type of enterprises from which

they obtain their supplies

(A) Other establishments owned by the same enterprise (Intra-corporate)

(B) Producers
(D) Others

(C) Wholesalers

* Classification of wholesalers according to the major type of enterprises to which

they make their sales

(A) Other establishments owned by the same enterprise(Intra-corporate)

(B) Wholesalers
(D) Industrial users

(C) Retailers
(E) Others

FEE, FES A T LT AREEBEITNTNOHNT T — Y = TH50 KL

Criterion of a ‘major location’ or a ‘major type’ is a share of its category with

above 50%.

gHHE L UUTF, fTBINCEEITH > THER
FHTHET &R &I2T4). 82 JMIc2WVWT, i
MR RN ASEHURS - BRITSEMURSE, (EASE
$E . PSR ENET & OEETEERDT:.
NUZ (1973) 13, THRBEEOEHOVTHO
RELREEZD > TWB & RO,
Livl, EFE¥(0BAERIIROEENIRETSH
5EBEDLNS] ERTVWAE. LOLARTE, &
FHMEE Lofid SBEFRTIBE L. KL
82 FHITOWT, EIFEHERKEEEETR - Bt

HEOMOMBERBEEHNTSE, ThZTh 0.983,

0.957TN EHHDH ORI X HLHTHL, WHO

EEEE 2 BEFTEE L COARZ ARV
EEbLN Y,
DHEDHEHFEEE M, O A7 HOEBOETHELE 3,

3 kBT & DEABIROBRIBICERT 3 & Wbh
TW5B (EQJ, 1974a,b). 22T, AFETIRE
¥, SEWHOHEIEERE 2ANMER (EFREERE,
EAEEIC B 5 3 KEHE & OSBRIk, BRSEE
HROEH) "o/ N—TBF L, Fh—TFT &
EIFEEE O R LTS S BEROREZH S i
L. X512, 207 N—7OREE BRI RT
W, BLOBEIHERZE b OPHITOVT, HIE
HBHORBEEZEBICHLSNMNIT HFIEEE - 7.

I k5 0—7 EEEEHOE

1. S

FUNHET 82 IS B 5 EIAHETIR & 3 A
TE» SO ALREOBEFREE 2RITR L. W
FOMICRBVHIGEENEET 5. B2 Koo
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Percentage of wholesale outlets whose suppliers are located in
the three metropolitan regions

F2H  BIANER 2 MOV TOHREEF ORI L EAER BT B 3
KREHE & DFEEGOE
Fig. 2 Numbers of wholesale outlets and strength of linkages to suppliers

located in the three metropolitan regions, for 82 Kyushu cities

WTHEMBEEZ V=T H3IT5E, UTDT 70—

TNTKBITE 5.

ORI « 1R
QEFRTEMRERT : LS - BEIRE - BEA -
o - Bl - BRI

Ok L T #B (ENFEF L 160 LIE) -
K - R - B - &I - IR - ER -
R REH - R - HE - rhi

N

AN

@t I #RTH (RIS 100 DIL) @ &
B HE - BRI - HIG - AR - BE - A

R =RREY: - va)

OHUIFFLITET : @I - B & 34
OHEHT : KEFH - FH - WE - £ - G -
P - E5 - £EE - LW - AER - M
K-B5 -5 HE
DHUBEE AT : A1 - BH - B - 8- FT
T7N—=7D55, EBFLERTD O st I
BHETOI N —F T, HEEEFHE 3 AEH
P AR & OHISEIGD S < IKHRTH S, L
U REK - (£ - EEE, 8 2 RCREFFE
MU T & sty T 4676 7 b — 7 DRI Bt
Blcbh s, i, HSROETICHE L RHEE
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X SIT3 TN — Ty, EISEREICHEERS
BOWHWEETENEINIEBRTHIET S, —F, #
E#H - HUBEEHTHR R4 MBFOREE D7V
—TTHS. WEHHE, LT - BFRTE
HRER TR OATIAIE L, & ITIHd B EISEE
WBEERBII LT 8 XEHED S DEALRNS
V. HUBBEREERT R, MUK ISR &5 2 KT
BRBEICXBITE WD, SRS OHiTE ~ DR FELL
ROPFVEWI FEND 5.

72720, 3 KEHE S OEALREFMICKRET
T 55L&, JUNHGEIGEEER2EKICBVWT, HRE
D 12.1%, KEREH 13.0%TH B0, &
BEI 1L 8%ICEE - TW5B. Juliiis 3 2 K&
BOHEHEORTICHBEVILD. DD,
EIsEhRBICc BT 2RO AEREETE Y X7
LOBENSHITAEVEICEVTIE, 3 KEH
D > B - KRB LIE > THREBEED 5 C
EITT B,

2. ESEEFROAR - KR

HA B ESEET % S EESEOBAD 555
&, 3ABHEO AL & 2 2ENSIGE, H5
HULERTHIC AT g B 21T & BRI

BEOHTEAEIC & 5 BN FEFE, X5

FEoR
Table 2

system and by class of cities

HITEA R & B EEMIEIR A EATEE LTV B (7
B, 1991). D7, #HBIOHFEHEEROER
Bizid, BALETHROEBIRXCHETS. H
SEERLKICED AXFNEEHA B L, [REHL
#MIER] 62. 0%, RFFFT7EMIRETT 42. 6%, s
i T #B7 38. 8% « TR 46. 1% - M&RTH 38.5% &,
BEORmW I IV — TR EZFRERNEGV. BRI
DOFFHTHFEL LK ERIEL, HEHTHT
b 54.2%1CET 5. MUBEEE T T, ARPrHhR
P 69. 3% % ¥, XFELD MG ORI RN
AMETER & LcEmERTAEEETE, X
OAFFERIC SV TOERIZE L, XFEEAL
¥ BAREOXFNICHET AT EOTERY, £
IC, APrErEsiB OESEE XN E 1981 £
AR RICE SV TRET B L, BRITIR
XD 5 B 88. 5% RN, EFFEMIRET
TEHIOT HZFN G RS EHROEEEI
15.9%TH 5. Licdi->T, B « BFR7EHRER
TR, XAOREZBALEDTHREARLTH
ILohABWEBbns, UL, LE8E Mm%
Br < TuMHt s 7RIS BT AXFROHTIR, BAAE
DOXFN 7. 6% % EHB. DI END, TAHE
BOWH 7 L —TOXFTICIR, BALELD HER
BEDOIFHINE NI ENERTX S,

ENFEHEEF OFBRIER « #H 7V — TR OB

Compositions of wholesale outlets by levels within the distribution

cl  citi Number of Level within the wholesale distribution system
asses of ailies wholesale outlets | Primary Direct |Secondary | Terminal
Core provincial city 7,238 7.9 19.8 31.3(26.4) | 41.0(26. 1D
Prefectural capitals 10,511 6.3 21.5 20.2(12.9) | 52. 0(24. 0)
Local [ cities 4, 066 5.7 21.5 13.8( 6.9) | 58.9(26.8)
Local II cities 1,890 6.9 17.5 14.8( 6.0) | 60. 8(34.2)
Local I cities 1,755 7.1 20.5 12.8( 5.0) | 59. 7(26. 6)
Satellite cities 740 8.6 21.6 23.2(16.1) | 46.5(27.6)
Local industrial cities 309 24.9 26.5 23.3(12.3) | 25.2( 9. 4)
Kyushu Province 28, 263 7.3(L.T | 20.7(5.4) | 21. 1(14.2) | 50. 9(25. 3)
Unit: %

() BB N—T T EORBEFETEIN TS, FrRmBBER O X REITEEEF OEE

() : Percentage of enterprises that are branch wholesale outlets within a particular
level to the number of wholesale outlets located in each class of cities
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3. HFEEERORERIERIORER
HRERERIEEHER ORI, BHIIV— T i
K-oTEB-1FHELD FE2H). THE, B
BEIEIOMRILE TR, HUBEEHHERVT, 7
W= TRICKZIZEVZEV., #IFEICBVTIE,
AEFEICEMEL TV BHFREEN, EUBEOHEH
ICERET A LV RIS SRS -

HRRIEIOREARILER I, TR — R 7
AR~ 1 - 1T - MBI 310 >h T
T95. ¥z, REHOBRERE, HEPOET
41.0%, BTRRIEMRERT 52, 0%, Hufd.t3 7
V—7 (58.9%, 60.8%, 59.7%) &, TFhip&gs
V=T OHEHIZ & FRBRER D KIS 2 5 BRI
BEVHRERLTVS, X5, KRR -
BT FE MR AR T C IS - BKETE KR
A MV, ZhiE, ENOBBETG S L — T3
E, Z2IXMT XS K NEALEDOTFHT
HBREMIEL, TOXFNLENFEEGD—
HEH->TVBIEEME-STWS,

iz, WEMHOPME - BIRERERERZ S b
IR AT & TR TE MR AR TH & O RIRIE %
&5 ULnd, HRHE - BKREOD S 5XFRO Y 1.4
NOSE. EFo, HUBEEREETIZ, TEIZ TR
EERGIE - FRIETE b 20% 22 2EWHERE L

W, HBHEEO LSBT AHEEEDHANS
<,@®%ﬁ7&—7&iﬁctﬁﬁﬁa

4. EFEEEROEBER

W7 —7 L OEBRROEEIX, chET
i CCEIHH 7N — T 12613 K0 - XA, #
HEREBDHEHEROEREBRBEELTV S
(3. [REFLET S s ITERHIC B0
Tid, ENBEEDS IV — TR EEVERERE TS
¥R, WMEE - KIRFOEDL S - 0 - K&
BEUwIBRBETHS. IhoDEBEIES B
@&, FYaFN7I Ly VR - 2ENRERES - 5
TREVIH#E D, & ITEREERSEI3
MM 2EDEFEEFRD 4 5D 1 2 5», <
NETHRNTE IS DEH 7V — TR B
B HEBRFER, ARFT - XEBIOERI, BRSEE
FEEDHRAE - BKEOHIRAERD <y — ik
S TRIEFERINTVE LV > THBE TR,
7o, OTIBEOEEEED O KRG OE D 5
EIFESRI, 110 (1986) i< K AUFERRERICHE
NTVBEY, AONERZIZOHEE—HLTWS.
W, THREBD 7 )L — T3S B ER R AT
THREIL, RKEY - AR - BEMETH 3.
INSDEEMNR D E5EE, MABTE bIcAkEX

B3R EIRBEFOLER - HH L — TSRO
Table 3 Compositions of wholesale outlets by types of goods traded and by class of cities
Classes of cities Text. | Apprl. | Farm | Food | Drugs |Chem. | Minrl. | Mchn.| Bld. | Furn. Misc.

Core provincial city 1.2 10.4 4.1 8.7
Prefectural capitals 1.0 4.4 7.9 12.2

Local [ cities 1.1 5.8 7.6 16.0
Local II cities 3.2 2.1 10.6 18.7
Local Il cities 0.2 1.9 15.0 18.8
Satellite cities 0.5 2.4 6.2 13.5

Local industrial cities 0.0 0.3 6.1 1.6

5.0 5.9 5.6 | 30.5 8.8 5.3 141
5.8 3.9 6.2 | 29.8 12.6 4.5 10.3
7.4 3.4 5.1 25.9 12.2 4.4 9.8
6.0 2.9 5.6 | 24.0 17.0 2.4 6.0
5.1 3.2 5.6 18.7 | 20.2 2.7 7.0
4.1 3.9 7.4 | 26.1 21.2 4.7 8.4
0.0 4.2 1.6 7.1 17.8 | 55.3 5.5

Kyushu Province 1.1 5.5 8.3 18. 1

5.4 4.1 5.8 | 26.7 13.5 5.0 10.3

SRR EITEE & FAERIREISE R ER L TO RN,

Unit: %

General merchandized and recycled materials’ wholesalers are not shown.

Text.: textile products

Food: food and beverages
and metals
household furnishings

Apprl.: apparel and accessory
Drugs: drugs and toiletries
Mchn.: machinery and appliances

Farm: agricultural and aquatic products
Chem.: chemical products ~ Minrl.: minerals
Bld.: building materials Furn.: furniture and

Misc.: miscellaneous wholesalers
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NBHDOT, TNODEREE, ILOU8EIIL > Th,
DETIERE - SENEBOEBICHFEIN TV S,
BWEAT T, B/KEY - BHEE - BREED
BRI, ZhZnohoEhHsmET 57 )V —
TOMBRHREEULTWS, UL, BEMH -
&R O ERE T, HEETH I IV — T O
R, 7T8HHIN—-TOIBbTR EV. it
LTLERBOBE, BREBCLVWAR—-22ET 5
Tz, BHENTOMAMAEA TS L%
KL TW5s (FEE, 1978). #ic, KRFDOED
ORI E L CEL, JoEBOHSEHEER
SESTH R CER I 37 g 2 (A D358,
HUBEEEETT 7L — T T, 24D 55. 3% il
BERERORERAL » ) REHFTEERO 5125,

IV R R B EDSEE B D R ML RE

1. JTEIDOMEAL - BRFESeHig
EIFEHERD 7. 3% % 5% 5 ol 2, 067 HEHO
A A B E, JTTHID 76.3%12H 725 1,578 FE
FIRARRTHY, LobElicaBINsATEX
FAR
Table 4
obtained and the destination of sales

FrORITIZAEALE - BEEEHIROBRIC R Z o&E D
WISV, ZIT, A XEADETHT S
EILT 5 MMORBEMKEE LB LENS, TH
2,067 BEFOMBIE O >x %24 5L, BANS
DHEANMR U7.7%) &, SUHHMEA (flos)
~OERFEHE (20.2%) A%, JCEITRMEMHICEY
EVSHENERTES E4R.
F/OTEIOER QS EBERIE, BHMEE (19.5
%) « BIKEY (16.0%) - AEHRKE (14.5%) T,
Z ORI OFERBOHE L K& RIES.
X DIT, ZOHBERHBICT 5700, SN OE
FRHEERLAEEBICLT, TEIOEBRAE LR
REHTEE, B UREOE O ERE S (L
Rk 2.43, WEHR 2.6%) - BKEW (1.9,
16.0%) - KEEE U » 528 (1.84, 9.1%) &735.
DI ED D, JUNHBDITENCIE, T THE
SN BEYPCHANEBNE2EICRE S EM
EDZ W &b b, #IiZ, fiDEISEEICH~NT,
HEANIZEWTIZ 3 KESTHE & DFEU D X 255 <
BWEE - BES - KRS OE D FEID HERINE

SEEIOHAL - R AR OB

Compositions of primary wholesale outlets by the main region from which supplies are

Number of | Main region from which supplies are obtained (%) | Destination of sales (%)
o wholesale |Same | Elsewhere i Metropolitan | Elsewhere | Same | Elsewhere | Beyond
Classes of cities outlets pref. | in Kyushu | (Fukuoka) | regions in Japan | pref. |in Kyushu | Kyushu
Core provincial city 574, 0* 35.0 3.8 3 - 41.1 20.1 69. 1 13.6 17.3
Prefectural capitals 110. 2* 35.0 18.2 E 16. 4** 30.8 16.0 84.3 5.5 10.2
Local I cities . 21.0* 49.8 16.9 | 16.4** 21.8 11.6 71.2 10.7 18.1
Local T cities 8.7* 72.9 13.5 i 5. 6** 8.3 5.2 57.5 10.3 32.2
Local Il cities 3.6* 72.4 16. 3 i 3.1 3.3 8.1 65.0 12.0 23.1
Satellite cities 4.6* 36.5 9.5 | 15.4** 30.2 23.8 74.5 16.4 9.1
Local industrial cities 15. 4* 87.0 9.1 E 0.0 1.3 2.6 25.8 4.8 69.4
Kyushu Province 2,067 47.7 12.5 E 12, 3** 25.7 14.1 69.5 10.3 20.2
_____________________________________________ R AU S SO SO B
(Head office based) 1,578 48.9 12.2 E 10. 4** 25.0 13.9 69. 7 9.5 20.8
(Branches) 489 43.7 13.3 i 20, 7** 28.1 15.0 68.9 13.0 18.1

* 1R D OEEREFBOFISE.
**rEfmR MiE?”Zz%ﬁFﬁ IR ENOBRALTH 5.

Kk 7Y —

MESSE S ST L

* Average of number of wholesale outlets per city.
**Cities located in Fukuoka prefecture are excluded for this calculation.
The head office category includes wholesaler which operate from a single establishment.
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BI3XK  TEIORRGEEES O O S SUNHIEA L DEEDEE
Fig. 3 Strength of sales linkages to areas located beyond Kyushu, for

primary wholesale outlets
V. ZOMND, 3KETHEBOEARR « it AR
A —=H =B AEEEE & B L oonE,
FNHT IR EbhE,
RIS, THIN—T &I, FERBEHA
5t o BUBEHURDOMELILR GB4 %R IR =4
fo. TEIORBZER DX SRTBH7N—T3, #
BEERTTHS. JOSNV—-TFTR, 1 EHHL.
DOEERBSGEL, BRA»SDE AR (87.0
%) &AM~ DBRFEE (69.4%) HIHIHL.
ZOTN—TOEREEERR, KEERU v 5 5B
THD, 80.6%%LEHTVWS. FI—T%2HERTS

BHE@ENCASE, KINIKE, G - BERZ
WIREEE, 8 - TTREROEMEIERL TV S,
7k, ML [ ESHIcAELAETO B, &
# - BIROBEA, TTEHO A TRIEND 5OHA R
BZEhZ4 95.2% « 51.6% CTd Y, ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁf\@ﬂﬁ
SEHLRIT T1.4% - 38.5% TH 5. MFH OB b
¥, ThZh@ES (00.5%) CRERELe
5% (34.4%) Hho130, - BIFRTEHO A
HHY 5 L HUBEERTOMKERL TV S
Wi, TR O O UL TR E 5%
7 I—TFDHAS - RFEEEHROBRE S 7.
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ThIBEE 2 )L — 7 (& S EMEID BA DA X VAR,
¥BERICOEDNATVE. BROEERERERT
LR, RRPLET : BREE 28.2%, B
TEMHRERTH « HRISE 25.3%, HuBRrhul, T £07 -
RO 21, 696, HuskrhL I ERT : ARIARE} 22. 9
9, MURCh.LIERT : BKEY 41 1%EBOED
D, THRRERBET N —7ZE L0 S HEkE
BhEB->TW5.

Ff L, REHOETIEEOTHOEEE, (L3
BIE(T.3%) - SEMERMIE (7. 1%) DHRHHEL

FRbbh, BREOTLEN, EHES 1 S TREL,
3 KEFHBED A —H —h O DAEFEREIR S HsEE
ThrEBbNSE DX, ERBEEIED
HEONEREBICHNTISBOEREE LD, HEE
- A —H— R LRERES TR, AU
OHLEIRIN EE T 5.

2. EEGEIEOH AR « B

RS | EN3 5, 859 HEFEEL, JUMMIAEISEE
ErkD 20. 1% % S EELREIELT. £D
5 BLARFA 4, 340, XA 1,519 TH B, BEEKGIE
DFE D, TTEIERIC, AFTe XFrOEWIC K 54
ASE - lFESEHBBROZ /NI VDT, mEED
b THHTS EoHHR).

BEEGIE S, FHESEASL - BEEEHU OB
Zbo. MhOFRSEEE L LT, 3 EBHENS
DEAER (30.7%) EEED» S OH A kR
(26.0%) &L, BEANDOBGELENEL L FHV
(87.9%). BEEGEIENL, 3 KEHEPERE S LA

FICE L, S AETE» SOAALRENTDFE . NOETHU2E, REEIVBHICBEND/NTE
ES5R  ENFIEHOEAL - RFERHMIR OB
Table 5 Compositions of direct wholesale outlets by the main region from which supplies are
obtained and the destination of sales
Number of | Main region from which supplies are obtained (%) | Destination of sales (%)
» wholesale |Same | Elsewhere :l Metropolitan | Elsewhere | Same | Elsewhere | Beyond
Classes of cities outlets pref. |in Kyushu ! (Fukuoka) | regions in Japan | pref. |in Kyushu | Kyushu
Core provincial cify 1,435.0* | 40.1 2.7 j{ - 45,2 12.1 79.3 11.2 9.5
Prefectural capitals 376.2* | 30.8 21.5 i 24, 9%* 33.6 14.0 93.4 4.0 2.6
Local I cities 79.6* | 34.6 27.9 | 32.3** 26.7 10.8 88.2 7.9 3.9
Local II cities 22.1* 43.7 34.9 E 29, 2** 10. 1 11.3 91.2 6.3 2.5
Local I cities 10.6* | 56.7 24.9 |: 29.0** 9.2 9.2 86. 8 9.0 4.2
Satellite cities 11.4* | 44.86 5.3 | 858 30.6 9.6 89.7 6.5 3.9
Local industrial cities 16.4* | 70.9 10. 1 i 7.5** 6.3 12.7 62.0 8.5 29.6
Kyushu Province 5, 859 39.2 18.0 ]} 26.0%* 30.7 12.1 87.9 7.0 5.1
________________________________________________ ! SO I o
(Head office based) 4,340 40.2 17.7 i 23.3** 29.8 12.3 89. 2 6.0 4.8
(Branches) 1,519 36.4 18.9 L 35.1** 33.0 11.7 84.2 9.9 5.9

* 1 B 7 © OEIEHEFEOFSE.
R ALE S AEHI C O EI SBRA L TH 5.
K73 — I BHEER A ST,
* Average of number of wholesale outlets per city.
**Cities located in Fukuoka prefecture are excluded for this calculation.
- The head office category includes wholesalers which operate from a single establishment.
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BLIMAHER - ERBM O, ML THEEINTSH
BREBICH 5 BHEEANE(LLTWS, F1g,
EHhPEETH ARRFOE D BEL, LB
V=T B EBERILEERNRE W, HEGIEIDS B, Hi
RO IRETHEOEEREDL A —H — LT b
DF LIRS CEEL TV AN OTH 5.

LU, EEAOETER &, EERG I EORHE b

SN IR~ OBEREEA R DEFV. FERID UM
M5 R DOBRGERR (11.2%) & fitiE~DHRSE

HE (9.5%) &, OFEBEEOEROHTEE
FRDBAICHNS LR HEW.

3. HPRIEIOAR « XADOHAS « BREEIeHER

HRETR, MOREREDHSEIHAT, %
PR RO REI 240D 67. 4% L\ bE L, X5,
Aeh & X GE6FE) DEAXMBOZEVIRE LA
W, Led-T, 22T, A THITHIT
ST 5.

HHFRENE, AEEFICERS LTV ATE & /NEE
& - EERAERAECERE L TOARKREIORICNE
LTWa, Lizht->T, HRENCE, #iocsm% i
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&, 3 RETHEICALE 9 B Bt P A — A —HRFEERM

M SHEANT, JUNHE ICBTET 5 B ENCisE T
50bWSHISES 4 FITKBITE 5.

Z05 5, HRREAR 1, 041 FEFROBEE S S
& (REES), 3 KETHE S DEALED, 16.9
9% & 6 5YE L TEE L BRSO TR b,
FUNHES B & Ottt 5~ DBRGEHERAS 7. 9%, 10. 1
YEMROEN. i, PRHEAROFELEE S
WSS E AT 18 4% Ht U, BEKEEMA 17.3%, &
BHREID 14, 1% % 5%, HUTESZEO & 5 655
¥EOHANE

CNODED ST B &, REIEIATL, SoE
DREEFELIL, TR S AR 7B 2T
B, BA ORKEIAIFEY 5 ERRE A2
WEBbh A, RRIEAROEAL « RGeSO
BREBH 7 V-7 A TS, Z0OEELIEDbLN
TW5, HUBEZEETH /)L -7 T, 1#HHNLD
DEEFD 6.8 & HEHIA X, BERASOHA
tra & i~ OBRGE RN A X V. REREL
I EREIDY T0.6% % 0B 2 EM D, HEEIAR b
EEMUEN DREER B2 LTV B Z ERBH S TH B,

o/ N —FIERT B E, ENBEAEA
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HEEIC b 8L, PREEARFRORGIIZEWVT
13 3 AR E DETOENTFH. TS DREE,
SEENC & B REEB ORI S FL LTV 5.

FHRREISART 4, 010 FEFO S B, LEGLERTE
B E R T OB A 81 4% % & 5. L
b T T SRR OREA LS, K
Wik ST, BALEOXHTH S, KHITH
Hd B RRIEISE AT, AT B P—RE B D S
5ThF s FIINTT v VB ORET, 3 KEH
ORI - A — 7 —BFEEEh S SN I BTE S
2 BREIA~ O 2 BB O RIS 2 AHE LT
WBHIBEITH B E VR K.

THREE AR O HASE - BRSO %A 5 &,
DB E S D EIE I A TR BB - 7ot
mEbo (HeHR). THbb, 3kLHEH,IOD
AR (48.2%) PEbBEL, BAS>OHEAL
R (22.4%) DPELEL. BEEAMROBRTD
FTENMTRNT, Ut fRE~ DR (12.8%) -
s ~DER (12.0%) HE\W. Fi, PREEIX
FOEBEBAATF A — 4~k BRAORILAH

%6%
Table 6

HEATOWESBENEL, TOEHEGIBMEEDN
33.49%, GEMEREIDY 12.7%, ZDMIDH 10. 8% %
HHTVWAS,

wiz, TEROE T SR O I E 5 &
Pl —FROERISWTRITHE GEEH),
SRS L O 3 KHHE = DR AORED, o
BRI L TR OB TH 5. b5,

AFEHIROWL TR, LB IL-TR3E, BA

P ODEALERNEL, 3 KETHE» SDEALR
ME. EEALERT & RO E O 7V — 7
izid, 3 KREHEN SOEALRT, 59.4% HD
BENFEEL TS,
BRSNS OFREEIF 2 EIcED 5 Y
T3 4T 7% T, 82 D 4.9 fFiT bR
O, T 1L EEE 2 ki3 b BE DO lE s
HELTE LS. B 3 KHEHE» S DAL
RIZ 65 1% &BAKOTEY GE4ARD. TOER
OFRIEXFROBGER D, UG fMBRA~D RS
X UMt ~DERIZENEN, 16.7%, 19.4%&
BV, THbDb, BRI 5 PhREKR, 8

SHRTHIE & SN MG & DAL, B X ORE

BEERINBERPOETHE L TOBREZHE > T
W3 EEETITWAS,

HREIFr DA S - BRFESE IR O K

Compositions of branch secondary wholesale outlets by the main region from which sup-

plies are obtained and the destination of sales

Number of | Main region from which supplies are obtained (%) | Destination of sales (%)

wholesale |Same |Elsewhere i Metropolitan | Elsewhere | Same | Elsewhere | Beyond

Classes of cities outlets pref. |in Kyushu | (Fukuoka) | regions in Japan |pref. |in Kyushu | Kyushu
Core provincial city 1,911.0* | 12.9 3.3 ‘{ - 65. 1 18.7 63.9 16.7 19.4
Prefectural capitals 225.7* | 21.7 24.8 i 25,6 40.3 13.2 86. 3 8.9 4.8
- Local | cities 25.6* | 40.6 28.4 | 30.5** 23.0 7.9 83.6 10.0 6.4
Local II cities 7.6 | 53.0 3.3 i 28.8** 8.4 7.2 89.3 4.8 6.0
Local Il cities - 2.6 | 54.5 33.0 1‘ 33.8"* 5.7 6.8 77.0 14.9 8.0
Satellite cities 8.5* | 37.3 8.5 | 30.4** 36.4 17.8 76.4 11.8 11.8
Local industrial cities 7.6* | 55.3 7.9 i 0.0** 21.1 15.8 66. 7 6.1 217.3
Kyushu Province 4,010 | 22.4 14.2 E 25.7** 48,2 15,2 75. 2 12.8 12.0

* 1 EB 4 72 D OEIFEEEFERD HIE.
ERRICALE T A ETIE COHBENOSBRA L TH 5.

* Average of number of wholesale outlets per city.
**Cities located in Fukuoka prefecture are excluded for this calculation.
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Strength of linkages to suppliers located in the three metropolitan

regions, for branch secondary wholesale outlets
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Table 7

E1HR  BREARROLAS - RIEEMIROEK

which supplies are obtained and the destination of sales

Compositions of head office based terminal wholesale outlets by the main region from

Number of | Main region from which supplies are obtained (%) | Destination of sales (%)

wholesale |Same | Elsewhere E Metropolitan | Elsewhere | Same | Elsewhere | Beyond
Classes of cities outlets pref. |in Kyushu | (Fukuoka) | regions in Japan |pref. |in Kyushu | Kyushu
Core provincial city | 1,075.0* | 67.1 1.4 i - 25.5 5.9 89.0 7.3 3.7
Prefectural capitals 491.5% | 54.5 17.2 % 19.9** 20.6 7.6 96. 3 1.9 1.8
Local I cities 118.8* | 48.9 25.1 | 29.1** 18.5 7.6 93.0 5.5 1.5
Local II cities 33.6* | 57.0 28.7 E 24, 5** 8.0 6.3 95.7 3.8 0.5
Local IIl cities 17.1* | 65.7 24.9 E 26. 4** 5.4 4.0 94.8 3.6 1.6
Satellite cities 10.0* | 76.3 6.5 | 16.1** 10.8 6.5 94.9 3.6 1.5
Local industrial cities 9.8* | 58.3 20.8 % o 19.0** 12.5 8.3 85.7 10. 2 4.1
Kyushu Province 7,233 59.1 17.5 % 21, 9** 17.0 6. 4 94.3 3.8 1.8

* | #BiM 72 D DEISEEERMOFSE.
o EFREL A B AERTIL S O ENSBRA L TH 5.
KErH 7TV — I EMEEREED.

* Average of number of wholesale outlets per city.

**Cities located in Fukuoka prefecture are excluded for this calculation.
The head office category includes wholesalers which operate from a single establishment.
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¥ o HOGRFERIEORMIAREE & LTS E
NTVWBELDTHB. FE2D5 14713, LEERNA
JERRIL - FET T U NBIED 5755 HRHBM =&
W, ZLOHALEEESCORFEEEEZ D OR
®EITH B (BRI 1980).

BAKEIATT 7, 233 BEROH AL - BRSO
WU, o— AL ATES) « 10— LIS ERGEE
FrRBmLIEERLNRDS ETR). T718bb,
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) EEAEIRT. .
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& (BT, REFLET» SO IER T
FTORIIN—1TiE, 3 RETHED S DEALLR
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HBMhd 5 LREEEZSIV-TRE, BRREAR
TR O3 BRIED S A TOEERNE 3T
LT, 3 AERHE & BBV ABEGREE LT
Wa. Linl, 3AEHEEOEAICBIT 57 L
FRIOKER, BERGIEEFARETHY, HREEX
i & Uit B RKEIFAT & D S,

REIE S BEFOMBERI LT, B
SN RIS B EIATR O 14.9% LA EHTH ST,
F 708 2 WA & DRsEHERIE, 1.4 52,
MORBEIEDBE & TR OIEEI/II V.,
AS « R AHUROMR 24 T b, BREOMTLE
& 3 KEBTHEE & TUNHI & DRID A EIEEEN T,
R UT, BT & sk 15
H7N—TIRBVTR, RREAFOBRLRIZ
28.0%, 32.1% (B2 &, oFH I/ IN—Fi
HARTERLEN. JOAND, HTTAEDRKEH
2 i 7 )l — 7 DEEEHOEESHAEHE > TV
B NG,

3 KETHEE & DD X HEEN5), ELFFAREMIR
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SNFRREDS, EAETICERLTVS. T8b
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BRI T T 24. 6%, UKL 1 HHT
1320. 7% & 75 5.

WOMEMZRTER, BEME - SRS SV
S EHEHMED/NZINWHDT, I oER S HFEEE
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NoT, FHD2 7 N—T0HKbEVEMRLERER
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5. BRIRENZAT DAL « RFSEMIR
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WHEH « A=A —RFEHFIC L - TRIMLE e
BEED > DREMAZET. 72720, TOAXF

Ee&E
Table 8

 BEOBRLEN B 2% ERLEL,

PEHIDE VT L > T, 3 KETHEAEDOX, 1§
RAEOLF, MTLEOLHO 35 4 TITKIIT
EP SN

Liedi=> T, BRIRENXAT 7, 153 BHERT O A Skl
BO2ENERIE A 5 &, FOhEEIRFROLAE
BN A SNICHTMES U LIty — U0
LM%, THOLL, RREIXFNCE, 8 XEHEY,
5 DAL & TN Dl D 5 O AR Z
NEN, 34.3%& 20.2%TE\W. F2L, BREXL
HURDORERL T, B 88.5% &<, #Him
A DERGEE B HITHY LT 5.
BREIXFrOR R, EEBRICOEbOATVWS
Tbb, hOFREEREOEIFEEEICHTS, Bl
Zhicak
OB 13. 2%, ZDOftiht 10. 1% THEL . Zhi3,
PREIHFRICEWTHRD LN ETH BN, #
WIRE - MK - %8 - XBERZEORBENHT
BA = —BXUOBEBHIC LD EHROTHIEB XN
TWAHBIEDHDONTH 5.

RIIEER LD o RO T E TOR S
V=72 BRETHE GFE8R), LuUEEI L
— 7R EEND S DOEALENEL, 3 KEEHE»

RAREIZFT O AL - IRFEEHIR DR

Compositions of branch terminal wholesale outlets by the main region from which sup-

plies are obtained and the destination of sales

Number of | Main region from which supplies are obtained (%) | Destination of sales (%)

wholesale [Same |Elsewhere | Metropolitan | Elsewhere | Same | Elsewhere | Beyond
Classes of cities outlets pref. |in Kyushu | (Fukuoka) | regions in Japan | pref. |in Kyushu | Kyushu
Core provincial city | 1,889.0*% | 21.7 3.2 i - . 62.9 12.2 71.3 14.2 14.5
Prefectural capitals 419.7* | 29.9 26.2 i 28. 1** 34.3 9.7 93.4 4.0 2.8
Local I cities 99.0* 1| 43.9 30.6 | 32.1** 19.5 5.9 94.8 4.7 0.5
Local II cities 43.2* | 59.8 27.3 E 217 9.5 3.4 97.9 1.9 0.2
Local Il cities 13.7* | 64.4 25.9 E 22, 2** 5.6 4.1 93.8 5.6 0.6
Satellite cities 14.6* | 49.0 16.0 | 23.2** 27.0 8.0 91.5 6.0 2.5
Local industrial cities 5.8 | 51.7 13.8 E 20.0** 20.7 13.8 76.9 115 1.5
Kyushu Province 7,153 37.0 20. 2 % 26, 0** 34.3 8.5 88.5 6.7 4.8 .

* 1 #BHY 7 OESEBEERBMO G, i
ERAEICAET 2EHICOHENSBA L TH 5.
* Average of number of wholesale outlets per city.
**Cities located in Fukuoka prefecture are excludedifor this calculation.
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i /""
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Intra-corporate
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e

L Local |11 citiesj

Linkages between
groups of wholesalers

.| Local industrial cities
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a transitional type
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HOR  EIFRMEOR AR S A SUNMG DE|ER S 27 AEAR

Fig. 6 Conceptual representation of the urban system in Kyushu, based on

types of wholesale trade linkages
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Table 9 Features of wholesalers which obtain their supplies from national metropolitan regions
(Tokyo, Osaka) and the core provincial city (Fukuoka)
Main region from|Branch wholesale | Machinery and Wholesalers which | Wholesalers which
which supplies are| outlets** (%) appliance obtain supplies make sales to
obtained wholesalers** from intra-corporate| retailers** (%)
%) sources** (%)
Tokyoi Osakai Fuku Tokyoi Osakai Fuku Tokyoi Osakag Fuku Tokyoi Osakai Fuku Tokyoi Osa.kaE Fuku
Fukuoka 23.91 2121 — (7741728 — |43.4127.61 -~ |68.5160.21 =~ |865]30.0 -~
Kitakyushu a7l - msisee] - |509 o201 — |03l 363] - |29 EXIE
Kagoshima 12.1 1 13.8 1 20.3 | 60.7 { 44.2 | 49.8 | 56.7 | 29.3 | 38.9 | 52.2133.2 1 32.1 | 34.4 1 45.2 1 34.3
Kumamoto 11111281226 | 65.1130.8!49.8 | 46.5] 28.5 36.4 | 53.0 1 28.1 1 35.0 | 42.3 | 56.6 | 44.1
Oita 1191 130} 26.4 | 58.3 | 46.7 | 53.4 | 53.0 | 38.2 | 37.9 | 49.0 | 30.9 | 31.9 | 80.5 | 47.9 | 43.0
Miyazaki 11,81 10.3 | 23.7 | 57.9 | 44.5 | 54.2 | 55.6 | 84.5 | 34.8 | 49.2 | 34.5 ! 30.8 | 38.9 ! 41.8 | 41.5
Nagasaki 11411281 25.7 | 61.2 | 5111 46.3 | 57.9 | 28.91 35.3 | 48.8 | 38.5 | 30.1 | 30.6 1 43.7 | 41.5
______________________ T"—__T'—"_______"ﬂ_f___ﬂ_'—”_'_-—"‘1‘___‘_l'____'“__"\""___‘\__"""_—“"“T"————_l______
Prefectural ! ! | i i E i ; | E
1 1 ] ol 1 Kl
capitals 11.6 1 13.3 | 23.2*| 64.2 | 46.9 | 50.6% 52.8 | 31.5 | 36.9% 53.3 ! 33.6 ! 32.3*| 33.9 { 44.8 | 40.7*
Kurume 9.1117.01 —|545]271.8] — |44.21201; =~ 44.2120.81 - |39.0159.7) -
Sasebo 6.3} 9.0131.2)47.6125.0}30.3|45.225.035.6|33.3] 150135 42.9}50.0} 389
1 ] ] 1 ] | 1 1
Saga 9.1110.9!39.5|50.0! 358! 46.4 | 54.5 | 24.5 ! 36.5 | 45.5 | 26.4 | 27.1 | 56.8 1 50.9 | 42.7
Miyakonojo 4.81 841223 |50.0!35.7!56.8 | 6251204207 43.8 214324 2.0 57.11 41.9
Beppu 7.6110.0} 176 | 18.2120.7 1 20.4 | 27.3 | 6.9 2.6 0.1|13.8|23.5 | 36.4 | 69.0 | 60.8
] 1 ] i
Nobeoka 6101041229 70.6!5..7]50.0|529!41.434.4|64.7! 24.1!28.1|588!55.2146.9
Yatsushiro 8.61 801240 |60.01455! 56.1(30.0122.7 136,430,027 288|50.0159.1] 43.9
Omuta 8.61 641 - 13331375} - |44}305] - |1L1]25.0} - |222i625] -
Tizuka 3601L9! ~|57.1130.1) —|42912L.7} —|57.1}17.4% — |28.6]652] -~
Isahaya 6.1111.2139.3|58.3/50.0 5.9 41.7{364|27.3|25.0120.3]31.2|83.3}50.1]5L9
Nakatsu 3.0 9.6 36.7 |100.0 E 25.oJi 44.3 80.0:L37.5 23.0 ao.oJ: 12.5Jt 29.5 | 80.0 162.5 {Lso.7
Local | cities 6.6 | 11| 29.5" 5101 32.8 | 43.5% 46.4 | 24.2 | 32.5%] 39.5 | 20.6 | 24.6%| 42.9 | 57.9 | 45.5"
Local Tl cities 271 502327505} 47.1|48.5% 51.4183.8 1 32,2 45.9 1 32.4 | 23.4°| 35.1 | 52.9 | 42.7°
Local Il cities 2.0 2.9 25.0°50.0| 30.0 | 43.1% 35.3 | 16.0 | 20.1°| 82.4 | 14.0 ! 19.5% 412 | 58.0 | 45.7°
Satellite cities 110} 10.3 | 23.8%) 61.3 | 61.3 | 68.2% 47.5 | 32.0 | 34.1°| 50.0 | 44.0 | 36.4%] 35.0 | 40.0 | 43.2°
Industrial cities | 231 3.91 5.9 71414171 20.07 0.0] 0.0 3007 71.4] 2.0 10,07 14.3] 2.0 | 0.0°
1 1 1 1 1 1 -

* BRI BESTH I S OHEN SBRA L TH 3.
R - KB - BRAEE N TN E B A SIS &3 A EISEEER IO B/ Sk U b,
* Cities located in Fukuoka prefecture were excluded for this calculation.
**Percentage to the number of wholesale outlets which obtain mainly their supplies from Tokyo. Osaka, or Fukuoka.

Fuku: Fukuoka
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Inter-Urban Linkages and Systems of Cities: The Case of Wholesaling

Activity in Kyushu Province, Japan
Jun NISHIHARA*

Since the period of 1960s, many large manufacturers and trading companies with headquarters
located in Japan’s three metropolitan regions (Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya) have established their
own national sales networks, and in the process have set up numerous branch offices in non-
metropolitan (provincial) regions, where distribution centers have taken shape at both the provincial
and prefectural levels. The inter-urban linkages created by wholesale distribution have in turn
molded the structure of systems of cities within the provincial regions of Japan.

Wholesale distribution activity in Japan is very complex compared with other advanced capitalist
countries, and is characterized by distribution channels that are long and split among many levels
(Figure 1). Moreover, whether a particular wholesaling enterprise is locally owned or the branch of a
company based elsewhere also makes a significant difference to the pattern of inter-urban linkages
based on wholesale transactions. As a result, it is not possible to analyze inter-urban distribution link-
ages in adequate detail using conventional published sources, such as the reports of the Mirﬁstry of In-
ternational Trade and Industry’s Census of Commerce.

The present research is based upon data tabulated by the author from the original questionnaire re-
turns (28,263 cases), 72% of various types wholesalers in Kyushu province on which the Census of
Commerce is based. In the process, wholesalers were classified according to level in the distribution
system whether or not an enterprise is a head or a branch office, and etc. (Table 1). In these data,
numbers of wholesalers were showed for the main 82 cities in kyushu, classified by wholesaling
sector, by the places and by the types of enterprises from which Whoiesalers draw their supplies and
to which they make their sales. With these data, and using Kyushu as a case study, the author has
sought to examine the nature of inter-urban linkages and systems of cities, defined by wholesale
distribution activities in the provincial regions of Japan. The main findings are as follows.

1) Wholesale distribution takes place through highly organized and systematized channels which
are specific to each sector or product. In other words, wholesaling activity is transacted through com-
plex and interwined inter-urban linkages between the three metropolitan regions and the province of
Kyushu, between its core provincial city (Fukuoka) and the rest of Kyushu, within one prefecture of -
Kyushu, and between Kyushu and other parts of Japan. The éix major categories of wholesalers

defined by levels in the distribution system (primary wholesalers, direct wholesalers, head office-
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based secondary wholesalers, branches of secondary wholesalers, head office-based terminal wholesal-
ers and branches of terminal wholesalers), can be divided into three distinct groups on the basis of
these inter-urban linkages.

2) The wholesaling functions of particular classes of cities, together with the characteristic struc-
ture of their inter-urban linkages, are determined by the organizational characteristics of the wholesal-
ing enterprises to be found there, by the levels these enterprises occupy within the distribution
system and by the types of goods traded (Tables 2 and 3). The spatial accumulation of wholesale out-
lets of particular kinds makes it possible in turn to identify classes (core provincial city, prefectural cap-
itals, local I cities, local II cities, local II cities, satellite cities and local industrial cities) and systems
of cities that are hierarchically structured (Figure 2). '

3) Primary wholesalers and head office-based secondary wholesalers command a position at the
top of the distribution channel, and to some extent the strength of metropolitan linkages increases in ac-
cordance with the hierarchical classes of cities. It is also the case, however, that the differences in the
strength of metropolitan linkages between the classes of cities are smaller for these two types of
wholesaler than for any others described in this paper (Table 4). Rather, it is wholesaling establish-
ments in local industrial cities and in lower order settlements that afe most extensively involved in
long-distance transactions, dispatching locally produced specialities (such as the output of community-
based industries, and agriculture and aquatic products) from Kyushu to destinations throughout
Japan (Figure 3). - ‘

4) Direct wholesalers and head office-based terminal wholesalers occupy a position at the other end
of the distribution channel, where goods are finally passed on to retailers and industrial users. It is
for these wholesalers that differences in the strength of metropolitan linkages between the classes of
cities are greater than for primary wholesalers and for head office-based secondary wholesalers. It is
the case that direct wholesalers, who enjoy direct links to manufacturers as their source of supplies, ex-
hibit stronger linkages to the three metropolitan regions in terms of the purchase of supplies than do
head office-based terminal wholesalers. Both types of wholesalers tend to be locally owned, however,
and to serve mainly local markets (Tables 5 and 7).

5) For branches of both secondary and terminal wholesalers, there are the clearest hierarchical differ-
ences between the classes of cities in the proportion of wholesalers who depend upon the three metro-
politan regions for their supplies (Tables 6 and 8, and Figures 4 and 5). Indeed, one could valmost
define the hierarchy of core provincial city, prefectural capitals, and local I cities in Kyushu on the
basis of the purchasing activities of branch secondary and branch-terminal wholesalers. This pattern
of wholesaling activity is particularly marked in the case of the distribution of machinery and appli-
ances. Fukuoka houses an especially large share of Kyushu’s branch secondary wholesalers, and it is
through such branch secondary wholesalers that Kyushu'’s core provincial city most clearly fulfils its

function as the intermediary between the three metropolitan regions and this particular province.
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6) If we look at Japan’s national urban system in the context of wholesale distribution activity,
and in particular at the metropolitan regions which lie at the heart of that system, Tokyo and Osaka,
we find rather different ﬁatterns of linkage. Linkages between Kyushu and Tokyo are mainly intra-
corporate, particularly in the machinery and appliances sector, whereas links to Osaka are mostly be-
tween individual wholesélers, especially in the apparel and accessories sector. Fukuoka, which sits at
the apex of the urban system within Kyushu, enjoys strong linkages with Tokyo, the main focus of com-
mercial acﬁvity at the national level, but prefectural capitals and other classes of cities located fur-
ther down the hierarchy are more closely linked to Osaka, which acts as a secondary commercial
center at the national level. Hence the destination of wholesales linkages varies between classes of
cities according to their hierarchical status (Table 9 and Figure 6).

7) As regards wholesale distribution channels between Fukuoka, the core provincial city of
Kyushu, and the remainder of the province, no obvious hierarchical relationships can be detected in
the pattern of inter-urban linkages, contrasting prefectural capitals at one extreme with local II
cities at the other. Fukuoka, the core provincial city, enjoys diréct linkages of around the same
strengh with ‘cities in all classes. Moreover, cities in all classes, from prefectural capitals on down-
wards, enjoy stronger links with Fukuoka than with either of the main national commercial centers,
and together form a strong provincial urban system with Fukuoka at its apex. These linkages are
mostly attributable to the activities of direct wholesalers, head office-based terminal wholesalers and
branches of terminal wholesalers located in provincial cities, particularly those operating in the
machinery and applicances and food and beverage products sectors, and are mostly between

individual groups of wholesalers (Table 9 and Figure 6).

Key words: urban system, wholesale trade, wholesale distribution system, branch, Kyushu
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