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Analysis of Previous Domestic Research on

Social Participation of Youth with Foreign Roots
-Focusing on Active Citizenship-

Yuki Yasutomi, Shingo Shiota , Hiroshi Onoda

Abstract

Because of the declining birthrate in Japan, not only Japanese but foreign residents are also expected to be more involved in
community development in future. It is crucial to foster active citizenship which people would actively serve the own
community, and transform it better for everyone. To understand the current trend of citizenship education of Japan, previous
domestic researches were reviewed in this study. The findings are as follows. First, there are very limited studies on citizenship
education involving foreign residents in Japan. Next, the perspective of active citizenship is not necessarily required in
citizenship educational practices at Japanese school, just focusing on increasing students’ knowledge and awareness. Lastly,
ESD and citizenship education in Japan tend to be conducted only with either Japanese nationals or non-Japanese residents,
not both together. In order for foreign residents and Japanese citizens to work together to improve their own community, there
is an urgent need to design educational program which both groups work together to learn active citizenship.
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