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Structure Analysis of Tom's Midnight Garden
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Abstract

This narrative is considered one of the most popular English literary works for young
adults. It shows us the illusionary garden where Tom and Hatty create a heartwarming chil-
dren's world. Different from the usual fantasy literature, this narrative is very persuasive in
its time structure and succeeds in producing a realistic impression.

This narrative tries to seek out the strangeness of a sense of time with the support of sub-
tle psychological movements of the characters and also with the appropriate allusions to the
Bible. It should not be treated as ‘Juvenile literature,’” but rather as ‘literature for young
adults.” Kenzaburou O'oe wrote an article for Asahi News Paper on Tom's Midnight Garden.
He recalled that he was deeply attracted by this real as well as dreaming narrative.

In this paper, some practical ways are shown to make use of this narrative for teaching ma-
terials of English conversation at secondary schools. In my class, students are assigned to
make proper conversation scripts based on the episodes in this narrative. Tom's kind charac-
ter and his charitable consideration for Hatty can be proper resource for making conversation
scripts with warm consideration for others, particularly in the age when the principle of merit

promotion is being prevalent.
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Sometimes he would doze, and then, in his

half-dreaming, he became two persons, and
one of him would not go to sleep but self-
ishly insisted on keeping the other awake
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Thirteen! Proclaimed the clock, and then
stopped striking.

Thirteen? Tom's mind gave a jerk: had
it really struck thirteen? Even mad old
clocks never struck that. He must have
imagined it. Had he not been falling
asleep, or already sleeping? But no, awake
or dozing, he had counted up to thirteen.

He was sure of it. 15)
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He was uneasy in the knowledge that
this happening made some difference to
him: he could feel that in his bones. The
stillness had become an expectant® one; the

house seemed to hold its breath; the dark-
A ness pressed up to him, pressing him with
a question: Come on, Tom, the clock has
struck thirteen-what are you going to do

. about it? 15)
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However long a time he spent in the
garden, the kitchen clock measured none of
it. He spent time there, without spending
a fraction of a second of ordinary time.
That was perhaps what the grandfather
clock had meant by striking a thirteenth
hour: the hours after the twelfth do not

exist in ordinary Time; they are not bound’

by the laws of ordinary Time; they are not
over in sixty ordinary minutes; they are
endless. 181
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‘You might say that different people
have different times, although of course,
they're really all bits of the same big
Time.’

‘Well,” said his uncle, ‘one could say
more accurately-’

Tom went straight on. ‘So that I might
be able, for some reason, to step back into
someone else's Time, in the Past; or, if you
like'-he saw it all, suddenly and for the
first time, from Hatty's point of view-'she
might step forward into my Time, which
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would seem the Future to her, although to
me it seems the Present.’ 172)
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‘T shall see you tomorrow, said Tom.

Hatty smiled. ‘“You always say that, and
then it's often months and months before
you come again.

‘T come every night,” said Tom. (151D
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‘You've tried to kill her often enough —
her that had neither mother nor father
nor home here—nothing but her innocence,
against your devilry with bow and arrows
and knives and high places.” ‘... May the
Lord keep me from all the works of the
Devil, that he hurts me not.’ (131-132)
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Tom thought again: Time no longer-the
angel on the grandfather clock had sworn
it. But if Time is ever to end, that means
that, here and now, Time itself is only a
temporary thing. It can be dispensed with
perhaps; or, rather, it can be dodged. Tom
might be able to dodge behind Time's back
and have the Past — that is, Hatty's
Present and the garden — here, now and
for ever. (168)
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He did not always go back to exactly the
same Time, every night; nor did he take
Time in its usual order. The fir-tree, for
instance: he had seen it standing, fallen
and then standing again- it was still
- standing last night. He had seen Hatty as
a girl of his own age, then as a much
younger one, and recently as a girl who-
although Tom would not yet fully admit
it-was outgrowing him altogether. In
flashes, Tom had seen Hatty's Time — the
garden's Time — covering what must be
about ten years, while his own Time
achieved only the weeks of a summer holi-
day. (171)
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Hatty: Hi, Tom. I'm Princess Hatty.

Tom: Hi, princess. (With kissing her hand.)

Hatty: You said you didn't want to kiss
my hand.

Tom: I changed my mind, Princess.

Hatty: Oh, really? So, would you play
with me?

Tom: Of course, Princess.

Hatty: Why are you so kind today??

Tom: There is no reasons. Don't care.
What do you want to do?

Hatty: Well, I want to go to the river!!

Tom: Ok, let's go.

L5 TRINTF4—B TBFRT ) v R
EnI L, RPBREFKROL? EOELD
E2uEEuTOis, N 4 —ORKEOFEE
EHoThoR, BAOKROETIINT 41—
OBIERT > I EAS LT, FAREL
IEELI,

6—2. Y. LWeE
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Tom ‘Why are you crying ?’

Hatty ‘--My mother,---My father,’
Tom  ‘--Don't cry, ’

Hatty ‘-~

Tom  ‘--Smile,--Hatty 7’

Hatty ‘-

Tom  ‘-*When you are crying, *--I'll be
sad too. ’

Hatty ‘---Sorry,’

Tom  “-Don't say “sorry” !’

Hatty ‘---Sorry, cousin !’

6—3. Y.0O.HE A
« Tom OFE L EHBENS LS, Tom & Hatty
D&FEEES.

Hatty: My father was King so I was
Princess. I'm a royal person.

Tom: Great! To be sure, you are elegant.
By the way, please show your garden
and hiding-place more.

Hatty: O.K. However, before it, I'll talk to
you about my parents' great story.
Tom: That sounds nice! However, we are
in the garden now. So, at first, I want
to explore here. After going home,

please tell me your story.

Hatty: Good idea! Let's start our explora-

tion!
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Hatty: I am a Princess.

Tom: Certainly you are beautiful like a
Princess.

Hatty: Oh! You're kidding!

Tom: No kidding!

Hatty: ......Thank you.

Tom: You don't say so!

Hatty: Why?

Tom: Because everyone know' you're
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beautiful like a Princess.
Hatty: Oh! You're a nice guy.
Tom: Thank you! Princess, let's play with

me in the garden!
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KEIZLFHOTETTVONE T,

FADERBDETH, KAICE-TLES
TENDEFLEVDEIBREFLH M 25 S
LHhZxd, AoodAiiR, BISTHISTO
ILIBRELTW OTY, FHOKEIR. &
THERVLDREEERYITELF L1,

AYICHAWVYIET L, BATEID /1T
7o

179

7—2. ASEDRE

« SRHEAE

LI LIZHAED M 2 3ERPOET] %
hZEEDE ERFAL I ENBH > 120T, KW
WD HoT LREFPODLM>THWE LI
MHPVWECAETREATWEDP>7DT, &
XTHEARRKRICEBEL E0BWESES - TE
FHLE LT
COFETHE., BREBE T F— v —Fizlio
TV 18 b A RE CERASTEATH 350
RILOMANT > TV B DI EE > TV h,
VIRBEZRATVBE I BIT b A l3BE~NT AL 4 -
AV FLTWVWABIETH-12D, V5 Al
EISBEANS AL 2y 7L TVWED LT
TBOHLAD-72TT, b AMKEE, TERTE
BEP 2?1 EEZTOZDOHHRATT, B
b TR & 3D ? ] BAT, BRlIcEZ 2
EBP-1DTHLELNABESEZ DNV
ERVE L7, b &DSAEERT & Hatty & A T
WBDIZ, dEDMHRITIE->TL 3 LERIZIE
EAETTATWEPoz, EVWHSOMETH
HRHWTL T, BRIERIAREZE L bR L
BuwEd, £/, HattyofigpoEohlS
ArbLAERESIBEHTBOLADPSLT
Fo A HETVBRALB b —AV & D, BlD
PRTYEEHATVEDEE 3 EHD TR F
L7

% 2. Hatty O¥1WEHITTT > T Hatty OF
RIZOWTHI - 7cd &5 b 413 Hatty ot
LTELL >, TO&EX#F, Hatty @
PWENE YL L e 2 5 7LD, Fal
Hatty OKBKEDO L 2MOH 310 > 1D
TiREVWM? EES,
REIC2WTETHELSE O BYETL
7o

cRUIEA-ETH (==Y
P171 Now, thought Tom, wasn't he him-
self rather like Rip Van Whinkle in re-
verse, so to speak?~

FAK, HOMBILALRY) »FLTVWBEDTIR
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BuhERIOEHEDIET A,
PRALZABRSBITET7777 LE LT,
P151
asked where he would go.~

b & I3EBE, Hatty IK2WVWIKfT-7c2b 0
DIz, Hatty ic& - TRiATABBZ I LHE
WIZETWRVLEVI ZADOBOKHE D o]
SDEVEBEBOLAD T,

P216 A little later that morning Tom
climbed up to Mrs. Bartholomew's flat and

‘Very well,” said Hatty. She never

rang the front door bell.~
VWEWEFTRTOHA Mrs. Bartholomew I
E-THOMITKBE EZ A,

YIEEDRT ORI, BHLAVL SVICH
FEBYIcitA TV DTEE TORLRER
RolelEBbP>TV>TBHLANVTT,

7—-3. S.K. EDR48

« SRIERE
SORETABEN-ITEOIRBHICRZ
DARDBIELE>TVBEVWHIRBRELEVI LD
b, —TEORMNIL b DER U MR ITED
icoh, HEIIATEZERRITO L S5 KA
BE->TVWEAHASELONB LS I -1,
. BIChbPBTET, NT4+—EVHIWE
BHTL 3BZOMEBOEERBTICAZTVS
W=y Ia—ZSATHBEWVNI, EETWVS
DITWMEEL VI EOFBELTCOTHBD? -7,

cRUTA- BT ~—Y8 P219
N=yBa—SABNT 4+ —LAl-TEE
DFALEDRY EYHRP T, BOE, BIX,
BORETF. ROAZRLICBVHL i
EYDONT 4 =11 &+ AHE - KBEEHEF)
L7

7—4. M.M. EORE

Tom DB DN & Hatty DRHEOHN
HEV, Tom 3FESDF R DIT, Hatty
BARARE->TLEWV, BLUBKB->TLED

IE

i3

LWV ETAHFCRT TKIBLRL B LR
BIcEZL SR OB TOHD F Lic, MR
BL, FEOPOLARARKET B EILEST
KoTLESHDR, K IADBTLEWD
TRUZ Lo ARV TH, [MPEEBEIC,
BabBRlic LT EkcfahritRd, ELicb®
nFELWTEEFNE, BRERAFELT
3. DLESDOEEVE L, EWadI Lt
RLTELVZETREL, BOHPREREE
BLTWZLETHHBDEEEVE LT,

COYER. REXFHERTH2INE, ¥
WERICEALE OGP OB P15 5, LB
HTEMRLZIADDE L, FEDITH. %
LTARARGHATHRLVWYRELZ EEVE T,
ZLT, AELHEAIVWYFET LT,

« KT A - 7-Page

P69 HoDANz~%Tom BT 5 &,
Hatty 8» > AR %2 LET E T 5,

P71 Hatty #5 Tom OELEE SNV IcD
TR, Foifib bRtk &
W,

P97 Hatty BEZ TRV I LD - Th,
Tom 23] & F 0 73 WP,

P219 You were Hatty— you are Hatty !

P221 £&HC,

7-5. K.H. Z0KRE
KRTHF2RFERDIEDHBOHP SN
F4—IRHLT BHATHIFEE Vo7& HE
BLEEBRETO, LBLFAR ~NT 41—
OWEEZEES 5> LEHESEREZELTNT 1 —
ZHEROEBTRAIEVODHEEZITVADY, W
BIClEW3EZDEIRELLARIENTLE
5o TDEH I P ADOKREL EMPITLTH
B3L5RABBRAPECRIDE,5 + A0H
LEBERTEILDITAILEHBTEBEDOTRHR
BWwheEBbol,

7-6.T.S. EORE
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CDFEITIIBRA TR ORNED 5, @I
K2 2850 2 L THROBET, EORR,
ChoDEMBSADRL » TRESE IR %4
AHLTVWE, ZLTHFMLS, b ADHTO
K&y T+ —OBTOEROENDES
ZbD, bAENT 4 —OREBBAITHEN T
RETARBLE, YIRS EKL, o737V
FV—-%REL B, T LT, COYED BERE O
fliic. BRLZLELOL TV S, BEfiHIcEDL
NTVTZDOERVEDOHIENLATL %, B
POREBICIEE, LHLEaENTF 1 —0DH
BHEL B3> THABEDA TV,

MARNT 4 —BBIREIFLEVLELELEE,
NF4—EE2FRVWESIILED, BEET
CLTHWTVWBENTF 4 —IBLVWEEZ, T
hEBELVARBTHE»MTVWE, o3I}
HOUDIE LD -T2, EORBEEVTVS E
CHRBRSIBVEBERIYE 1z, TORAL
BHEERTE N, B ohoREHE R
LIAHD, ROEDHEBZEL, b A, NF 14—,
BXRBROLDIIEB754<y 7 AREFHD
HOCOBEL WSS B -1z, BARICIE.
KROFETTXTH | KOIT D508 3 O H5EF
%, LLl, BB oEKFBERAELTHREL
AlLE>TiRPEEVWEEDLN S,

xeLH

fE%& ® Anne Phillipa Pearce 121920%E 12,
AVISVERE TNy PV —DIT LA} -
Y27 x—FitEEh, RERSMELS
ATW ., KER, JIGET. B8 15 & DYhE
R OAERIZE < DfEFRohT, fibhTwn3,
FvTY)y VREDH -V e ALy VTHE
LEEEBEELILDE, ABRLEED, 20k
BBC 7 Y DHIAR P, o Fa—%—-&L
TEHH L, &It v 7 X7+ — FREHIRD

DHBEHFY. @~ F »® Andre Deutsch HAR

HOREREHMOEEE L LTHBL 1,
MAENT 4 —DYREDFETF — < 3IRDE|

Bl NnNTWH3,

He had longed for someone to play with
and for somewhere to play; and that great
longing, beating about unhappily in the
big house, must have made its entry into
Mrs Bartholomew's dreaming mind and
had brought back to her the little Hatty of
long ago. Mrs Bartholomew had gone
back in Time to when she was a girl,
wanting to play in the garden; and Tom
had been able to go back with her, to that
same garden. (225)

LT, BUMHFERD S b ADOBIIFL &
DHED [P T] N=voia-KAD
2R 3 [\dreaming mind)ic A DAA TITE.
ZDLERZBNT 4 — EFETN TV GER
RICFTENRLEDTH B, 2O [Flidi %
BETIL] i, FV Y+ HEOF Y245 —-D
BEEEHEISETVE, FVar— i30T %

FoEDETHD, FOVSLV5ERATYL

ROKRFR., ROHE2FEHRILB0T
Psyche—Psycho—Psychology #$ifR4 L #2 &
IhTnws,

% 7z long DERIZ. FEHE, R, BESE
WKWV (extending over a considerable
time) REEZZRL B, LDEMNKIKELSE
TEEE LTHVY O EER., [FKT 5]
(‘Long implies wishing for something with
one's whole heart’)™ OEKKIC/E 3, FAD
#41d Tom Long TH Y. long i3 DYED
F-—U—-FEEZONE, LhbZzD [HHE%E
MR B0 3 CRERLVT] N=va .-
RADLMZADRAATYL .

HEW &Iciigiiic b5 & MMEh 3]
EVWSHAEREICY I BHEEIZ., [yearn for,
hanker for, long for] MHIRENhTWVW3B,
MEh] EnwSCsiFikE (HoR) LHEER
ZRB. [ILTT >0 EBAVWIZAR] OEBKT
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bb, LE-T ez va ), TBVwIH
ha] BEoBEWRCTEDNS, Long'— &
naliREbiz, MrsniEvBvEE s
DR OBEFREKFHL T HOFKREERD
TEIREVHL ] OBEKRERD,
ZDEHICEZSLEOYEIR. WL VWES
DOHTHAWAERD 3 ~2 DIV SHsEZE D H
HEBZTHEV, ZAHBED & T P1ERR
DEOHMREH N7 7 v HV—-L VR B,
CDXSBYEDOT 7 A M HFABLAKE
Ty ZOHONEE 2HEE S LICRIFER 7
VPP AERT A EICED, XEHEBBLY
BEEBEO I D OEMERET B EHTE S,

SCRBE

i The clock kept good time-but it seldom
chose to strike the right hour. It was
utterly unreliable in its striking, Uncle
Alan said. ... the clock was wrong again
in its striking — senselessly wrong. (6-8)

i Ipn the semicircular arch above the dial
itself stood a creature like a man but

(33)

i “There are bars across the bottom of

with enormous, sweeping wings.

the window!" he burst out. ‘This is a
nursery! I'm not a baby! M
v FHR-YRETROKDR—IHERL
TW53, A. Philippa Pearce, Tom's
Midnight Garden, Harper Trophy, 1992.
v excitedly anticipating something: excit-
edly aware that something is about to
happen.
vi Nothing... Only this: a great lawn
where flower-beds bloomed; a towering
fir-tree, and thick, beetle-browed yews
that humped their shapes down two
sides of the lawn; on the third side, to
the right, a greenhouse almost the size

of a real house; from each corner of the

iE

1

lawn, a path that twisted away to some
other depths of garden, with other trees.
(19-20)
vi She was dreaming of the scenes of her
childhood. (35)
viil  (|[[FE—BF B MM 2 -« v RXUEHRL
KNEfE. 19965, F20M, 272-273<— Y,
ix  Tom noticed that she spoke to him as

if he were a child and she were not.

(145)
x  She doesn't want to grow up; she
wants only her garden. (142)

xi 223 1 forgot the fir-tree, and the gar-
den, and you, too, Tom, because this was

my wedding day.

@i Cf, J. "Hillis Miller, "Narrative,”
Critical Terms for Literary Study, 1995.
p.71.

Vladimir Propp's influential Morphology
of the Folk Tale, for example, one of the
classics of Slavic formalism, attempts to
demonstrate that one hundred Russian
folk tales are all variants of the same
structural form.

sl FREES IR MEHHERIEREKDP S P AT D
FEicx/] ELTVW3, CLRER. 7~
v v— LSRG Fiidt. 206HE.

185DV & - L ZDTEIINT 1 —
DEEIELTWB, M 2 RERPOET] #
19584 ICHRE N T EEZEZ B L. b ol
BHEIcN—vola—RACHE - & FiT,
B IIBOFATR EEAZ SN L S,

i INARORRE (3NF0HLLAL) B
FHEEDRKIBIID SN TV BEETHD.
FREEOhTRIM—HEBNERERO b
DTH 5, B/R (Revelation) &iZFY ¥+
ZED [7EAHY 27 R (Anokdhoyry) DR
T, BRI TEVERS] $1305 [Bsh

TV HOBBELAIENB ] EVHIEKT
b3, TOBRF—BRHIT, INKEVIEZD
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ABRBERERF, ZOBERICL > TEPL
HE0ELALIATV S,

x  66:010:001 And I saw another mighty
angel come down from heaven, clothed
with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon
his head, and his face was as it were the
sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:
66:010:002 And he had in his hand a lit-
tle book open: and he set his right foot
upon the sea, and his left foot on the
earth,

66:010:003 And cried with a loud voice, as
when. a lion roareth: and when he had
cried, seven thunders uttered their
voices.

66:010:004 And when the seven thunders
had uttered their voices, I was about to
write: and I heard a voice from heaven
saying unto me, Seal up those things
which the seven thunders uttered, and
write them not.

66:010:005 And the angel which I saw
stand upon the sea and upon the earth
lifted up his hand to heaven,

66:010:006 And sware by him that liveth
for ever and ever, who created heaven,
and the things that therein are, and the
earth, and the things that therein are,
and the sea, and the things which are
therein, that there should be time no
longer:

xvi  Webster's Third New International

Dictionary.





