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Abstract

There seems to be an unbridgeable discrepancy between two images of G. E. Moore.
One is “a champion of Common Sense” who brings extraordinary ideas of philosophers
back to the right track, and the other is “an Idealist” who advocated the unworldly life and
aroused enthusiasm among the Cambridge elites of his age.

The first image is in favor of the philosophers of Ordinary Language School. They
believe that philosophical errors mainly come from incorrect use of ordinary language. So
if Moore’s Common Sense could be interpreted as ordinary language use, Moore would be
their predecessor on this line.

But Moore’s real face is in other place. He begins his philosophical career as an English
Neo-Kantian. Neo-Kantian generally emphasized the independence of the sphere of
objective validity from our psychological process. He has much in common with them in
that he also stresses that good and beauty as well as material objects exist independently
of our mind. That is the meaning of Common Sense for him.

Common Sense shows us objective reality which could not be reduced to the psycholog-
ical associations of our impressions or feelings such as sense or pleasure. So Common Sense
in this sense and the Ideal do not contradict each other. But this complete rejection of
psychologism tends to lead to the denial of epistemological or practical “subjects”. It is for
this reason that Moore’s philosophy is sometimes criticized for its lack of social action.
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