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Japanese in the Workplace

—Focusing on TEIRU Usage —
Mari Hakamata

This paper aims to clarify the usage of TEIRU in the workplace, manufacturing section. 13 Japanese
Line-Leaders’ speech in the assembly plants were recorded and analyzed. The results are
summarized as follows:

(1) Japanese Line-Leaders use ‘“resultative state” frequently, because they have to check the
products and call workers’ attention.

(2) Workers assemble a set of parts repeatedly during their working hours. So Japanese Line-
Leaders refer past and present assembly processes using “action in iterativity”.

(3) In the assembly lines, there is no time to mention the each action using “action in progress”,
because most of processes are less than some seconds. So Line-Leaders do not use “action in
progress” in their direction.

(4) Negative TEIRU, TEINAI , was used in the emergency situateion only. So TEINAI was not
used much.
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