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On the Treatment of “Human Dignity” in the High School Civics Subject “Public”
— Groundwork for the Examination of the Challenges and Possibilities for Educational Practices on

“Human Dignity” —

AhfE R Tl R JRE?
Shunji UKAI and Motoki FUJII

(BT S4AE11 H 30 5Fh)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this essay is to examine the regulations, commentaries, and discussions on “human dignity”
in relevant official and non-official documents (the Constitution of Japan, the Fundamental Law of
Education, and the recommendations of the Science Council of Japan) as groundwork for the examination
of'the treatment of “human dignity” in the civics subject “Public” established in April 2022. The essay will
first show how the notion of “human dignity” is significant by calling attention to its historical and
philosophical context. Then, it will point out how there is an inherent conceptual conflict between the nature
of this subject which follows the fundamental principles of the Japanese Constitution and its need to teach
“human dignity,” insofar as this notion implies moral problems which are not only presupposed in, but also,
potentially founds, positive law. Finally, the essay turns to the two recommendations to show how they

address this problem.
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