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A Study of -Raretai and the Adversative Meanings of Passive

KUMALI, Hiroko

This paper analyzes the types of verbs and passive used in -raretai (Japanese pas-
sive + expression of wishes) based on the characteristics of Japanese passive, espe-
cially its adversative meanings and finds that -raretai is only used when it is perceived
as favorable for X to have Y unilaterally perform the action without X's agreement,
whether it is a socially accepted positive or negative situation. The reason for this is that
the adversative passive, which expresses a sense of annoyance caused by a situation
that one has the desire to control but cannot, and the expression of hope/desire are not
compatible. It was also found that there are multiple hierarchies of adversative mean-
ings: lexical, structural (degree of affectedness and requirement for agreement) and
contextual adversity, some of which can be mitigated by context, such as co-occurrence
with -tai and contrast with the active voice.



