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Literature Review on Pre-departure Preparation Programmes for Students Sent
by the Malaysian Government to Study in Japan.

SASAKI, Ryozo

It has been forty years since the Malaysian government initiated the Look East Policy,
proposed by former Malaysian Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Bin Mohamad, which involved
sending students to Japan. The author examined 51 pieces of material including reports, sur-
veys, and journal articles on the Japanese preparatory course during this period. From this
collection, there were 37 reports, which were further categorised into local education and
studies of students who attended preparatory education. Conversely, six surveys have been
conducted on students in preparatory education who simultaneously study the Japanese lan-
guage and subjects including mathematics, physics, chemistry, mechanical engineering, elec-
trical and electronic engineering, and information.

Based on the literature review findings, it is recommended that to enhance the Malaysian
Government's dispatch to Japan, Japanese language and subject/specialist education teachers
should reinforce their collaborative education practices and encourage shared research ac-

tivities.



