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Psychiatric	Medicalization	and	Legalization	in	the	Labor	domain

OGINO	Tatsushi

This	paper	examines	the	hypothesis	that	there	is	a	covariant	relationship	
between	the	psychiatric	medicalization	and	legalization	of	the	labor	domain	in	
Japan.	Approximately	20	years	have	passed	since	occupational	mental	health	
activities	were	expanded	under	government	initiative.	Many	laws	and	guidelines	
have	been	issued.	Labor-related	lawsuits	have	also	increased.	However,	the	“le-
galization”	phenomenon	that	I	particularly	focus	on	is	legal	socialization.	There	
seems	to	be	a	growing	interest	in	legal	issues	among	industrial	health	profession-
als	and	businesspeople.	This	trend	was	confirmed	by	analyzing	their	specialized	
magazines.


