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ABSTRACT

Machine translation (hereinafter referred to as MT) has become a familiar part of foreign language learning.
If used well, it can be used as a learning tool or resource to support English learning. However, with regard to MT
use, there are few actual surveys and research on its use, and there is no theory of its use. There are various arguments
about incorporating machine translation into English learning and English education. One is the possibility that
machine translation will harm students’ opportunities to learn English. The other is the influence of the intervention
of the mother tongue through the act of translating in learning English on language acquisition. There is no mention
of the merits and demerits of “translating” in foreign language education or teaching methods. Furthermore, there
is no research on the effectiveness of “translation.”

The purpose of the present study is to explore what role MT use plays in learners’ English learning. A survey
on MT use was conducted among university students. Data were collected using a Likert scale, multiple-choice
questions, and free text questionnaire. Text mining by KH Coder 3 was used to analyze the reports. The research
questions were to clarify 1) how to use MT, 2) how to check whether the translation is appropriate, and 3) what to
do when translation (English/Japanese translation) does not go well. Finally, 4) the potential of MT as a learning
tool and resource, and 5) the usefulness of the act of “translating” in English learning were examined.

The research revealed the following points. Students are using MT as one of their English learning tools. In
particular, in the process of revising the translation so that it expresses what was intended, the students are
responsible for researching on their own, devising ways to research, utilizing what they have researched, and
completing the work by making changes to make the content more appropriate. They are actively engaged in
activities. Furthermore, through the act of “translating,” students are encouraged to become aware of the usage and
characteristics of both languages, building a certain level of linguistic knowledge and metalinguistic knowledge.
The above results are based on the answers given by the students at the time of the survey, and may vary depending
on the level of English proficiency and accuracy of MT. The challenge for the future is to find a more effective way
to learn foreign languages by effectively combining MT with other learning methods.

Finally, this study focused on the process by which students use MT to obtain appropriate translations.
Therefore, although the disadvantages, risks, and negative effects on English learning of using MT are not clear, it
is important to consider the use of MT in conjunction with these, and this point has become an issue.
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