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Treatment of “Human Dignity” in the High School Civics Subject “Ethics”

- An Examination Focused on the Curriculum Guideline and Textbooks -
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ABSTRACT
This study examines the treatment of “human dignity” in textbooks for the high school civics subject

“Ethics.” First, | examine the “aim” and how the word “human dignity” is used in the curriculum guideline
for the subject. Then, | examine all 5 certified “Ethics” textbooks to see where and how “human dignity”
is used in them. Based on these considerations, | argue that “human dignity” is of central significance for
“Ethics” despite the limited use of the word in the “aim” of the subject in the curriculum guideline because

the word is frequently used in the relevant sections of the textbooks which related to the “aim.”
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