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Japanese in the Workplace — Focusing on Negation —
HAKAMATA, Mari
This paper aims to clarify the usage of -nai and negative morphemes NEG in a
workplace, manufacturing section. 12 Japanese Line-Leader (JLL)s’ speeches in the
assembly plants were recorded and analyzed. Many foreign workers are in the plants.
The results are summarized as follows:
(1) JLLs use -nai or NEG are most frequently used as negation in the predicate of
the main clause or sub clause.
(2) The normal -nai are used as negation mostly, and the different patterns of -zai
are used as a part of the expression.
(3) Most of NEG are attached verbs or noun without other morphemes.
(4) JLLs frequently used “NAI” that is the negation of “ARU”.
In this data, JLLs used -»nai or NEG when they explain the different situation or
condition from normal. The usage of -nai or NEG are important, because these means
emphasis or prominence in the speech, although the use of frequency is low,
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