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A camp for children with social difficulties involving specially trained student
volunteers: Effects of special pre-camp guidance given to student volunteers on
children with social difficulties.

Tomoko KOBAYASHI (Shizuoka University)
Takako KOSHIBA (Chiba prefectural support center for children and parents)

Before attending a camp for children with social difficulties, student volunteers
received guidance on how to deal and interact with children based on the concept of
applied behavior analysis. Based on the knowledge and practice gained through this
pre-camp guidance, student volunteers attempted to actively improve the social
behavior of the children. The results showed that the student volunteers acquired
knowledge of applied behavior analysis and retained this knowledge after the camp.
As to the changes experienced by the children with social difficulties through
interactions with the student volunteers, girls became aware of their personal
attributes and experienced “praise” and “affirmation” , whereas boys did not
experience these changes.
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